* YR. 

— ae 4 - 
8 n 

p en 


* 


— — loc agus — N na N - 
I A A ASS ponies Eg er ET 29-4 
. 8 8 > 7 4 


ar hates 


* 
5 
a 

* 


, 


WOO TE es e e 
+5 


* 


2 


—ſĩſœhG— .T— ̃ — 2 
— 
1 
. 


rar . * 
r 


pews. 5 
hs ih r 1 


N * ph * * * 


P OLYG AMY. 

1 ü Encour gement given to that Practice 8 

| in TH. 108 =o 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. _ 9 
| * Go en 1 2 2 — prone 2 5 : | | E 
2 Ny nitorem, obſcuris lucem, faſtiditis gratiam, dubiis fidem, omnibus ij 


vero naturam, & nature ſue omnia. EN ; 3 


— 


| De Pin. ad Div. Veſp- PE Ff 


** 


7 e 
1 n — 
* 
7 * 


£7; = of PHILELEUTHERUS DUBLINIENSIS. 8 _ 
; 1 p 7 : 5 th — . 2 oy 3 
— 


*% _—_ * 
— 2 a 
: 8 — — | — — 
* a 7 4 — — 5 
1 F x Pa 2 . 
| | of "> . 


ES nin MWarwick- Lane. 1 5 1 


Printed for J. RoB2RTs, at the | Oufird Arms = 


ow M DCC XXXV41, | = 


cy 


* 


e e eee eee eee ee 


by 


i , 


2 9 
— a0. 


#/ 


45 


D 
e eee. 


REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


P 9 
It 
t f i 
| - 
; 4 
; o ; 1 
1 ; 5 1 ; 
1 
8 . 
1 \ © | |; 
mn | X 1 
4 5 f 


. Oy" "NENT VER ca 


DisSERTATIONTI. 

NYE! 8 Polygamy is a doctrine 

daily defended in common 
on verſation, and often in 
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1 REFLECTIONS on 

matter of the utmoſt conſequence to 
human ſociety: This, I hope, will 
be a ſufficient apology for a man, 
who hatch conſidered this queſtion with 
all the care he could, to publiſh his 
thoughts to the world, with that can- 
dourand freedom, which beſt become 
a ſincere lover of truth, and friend of 

_ mankind. 


A ſhort IN the firſt place, I have conſi- 
sketch of : 7 | 


the work. dered how far this queſtion is deter- 


minable by the law of nature: and 

under this head, I have conſidered 
Mr. Lock's opinion concerning the na- 
ture of the marriage union. 


Ix the next place, I have examined 
this practice at large, by the precepts 
of the Moſaic law, and the examples 

of the patriarchs, Abraham, Tſaac, 
and Jacob. : : 


I then proceeded to the prophet 
David, and inquired how far he was 
. Vlame- 


. POLYGAMY.. 
| blameableor excuſeable in the buſineſs 
of Polygamy, from the laws of God 
then in being ; and have ventured to 
differ from all the commentators I 
ever met with, in the ſenſe of every 
text relateing to this point. 
Ix the next place, I carefully con- 
ſidered the condition and conſequences 
of Polygamy in the great empires of 
Turkey, China, and Japan; and 


throughly examined the foundation 


of that opinion, which aſcribeth the 


increaſe of mankind in thoſe countries 


to the advantage of this inſtitution. 


Ax laſtly, I have inquired into 


the reaſons, why the northern hive 
| hath ceaſed to ſwarm for ſome centu- 


ries paſt ; and whether this be owing 
to the retardment of the human gene- 
ration, by the eſtabliſhment of Chriſ- 
tianity, which aboliſhed Polygamy. 
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FIRST then, Polygamy appeareth 
to me plainly repugnant to the law 
of nature 1naſmuch as it is found, 
by accurate obſervations on the increaſe 
of mankind. that there are more males 
born into the world than females, and 
that, in a conſtant and eſtabliſhed 
courſe, in the proportion of about 
thirteen to twelve nearly; and ſince 
the right of marriage 1s a right of na- 
rure, which all men have equal claim 
to, and yet this right cannot be ob- 
tained, if any number of men be al- 
lowed to have many wives at once; 
therefore no ſuch allowance ſhould be 
made: becauſe as many wives as they 
have above their juſt number, ſo many 
muſt ſuch a number of other men 
want. | „ 


Ir one man, for example, have 
twenty wives to his ſhare, nineteen 
men muſt, of neceſſity, be robbed, 
each of them of their natural right: 

E and 


OPT 

and conſequently, if it be agreable to 
the law of nature, that nineteen men 
ſhould have nineteen wives; then is 
it directly contrary to the law of na- 
ture, that one man ſhould have 
twenty wives, or any number above 
one at once. 


AND, whereas ſome have been ſo 
weak, as ro imagine mankind more 
multiplied by permitting a plurality 
of wives; and conſequently, that the 
ends of Providence, in the increaſe of 
mankind, were better anſwered by 
that permiſſion ; the direct contrary 

to this is demonſtrably true: foraſ- 
much as it is evident, that twenty men 

will, ordinarily, have more children 
by twenty wives, than one man by 
twenty wives; and of conſequence, 
any greater or leſs number of men 
will have more children by any greater 
or leſs number of women, than one 
man can have: becauſe variety doth 
but excite to luxury and exceſs; and 


B 3 both 
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both theſe enſeeble and enervate; and 
deſtroy the main end for which the 
appetite of procreation was implanted. 
Not to inſiſt, that teventy men and 
twenty women will, ordinarily, be 
better able, by their united care, to 
ſupport and educate their iſſue, than 
one man and his twenty wives T. 


Bur here it may be objected, that 
the exceſs of one in thirteen will not 
be ſufficient to anſwer the extraordi- 
nary waſtes of men above women, 
by war, vices, navigation, and 
noxious trades of various kinds; con- 
ſequently, there muſt always be an 
exceſs of women above men in the 
world for Polygamy. 
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I anſwer, that this exceſs, conſi- 
dered in reference to the ſimple num- 


+ Upon this principle Charondas the Thurian 
lawgiver excluded all thoſe from all offices of 
truſt and dignity in his commonwealth, who 
having children by a firſt wite married a ſecond. 
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bers of thirteen and twelve, is 2 
ingly ſmall; but conſidered in relation 


to the aggregate numbers of a whole 5 


nation, is very conſiderable: for ex- 
ample, the joint inhabitants of Eng- 
land and Ireland may be computed 
at about thirteen millions: Suppoſe 
then, a waſte of half a million of 
men, every age, in theſe kingdoms, 
above women, by the forementioned 
accidents, (which, I believe, will be 
thought a conſiderable allowance) ir 


is plain, there can ſtill be no ſurpluſ- 


age of women for Polygamy. 


TAE caſe will be ſtill the ſame, 


whether we ſuppoſe the inhabitants of 
theſe kingdoms to be more or leſs 
numerous. e 


[ ever there was a reaſon for a plu- 
rality of wives, it was at the creation, 
and after the deluge ; when the world 
wanted moſt to be peopled : and it 


3 Is 


8 REFLECTIONS on | 
s certain, that at the deluge, God pre- 
ſerved only Noah and his wife, with 
his three ſons and their three wives; 
when he might haye preſerved any 
greater number of women, had he 
thought a greater neceſſary for the 
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0 peopling of the world. It is alſo 
lf equally certain, that God might as 


1 ceeaſily have created teventy women for 
i Adam as one; and yet he created Eve 
only: altho as the prophet Malachi 
obſerveth, he had the reſidue of the 
ſpirit ; the ſame ſpirit that impowered 
Wo him to create one, was equally ſuffi- 

. ns cient for any greater number. A plain 

| 


lt demonſtration that he never intended 
2" more than one woman for one man. 
tt And this is fully confirmed by our 
Matt. 19. Saviour. 


PoLYGamMy was not eſtabliſhed, 
nor ſo much as permitted, by the 
law of Moſes. But however, Moſes 

allowed, in caſe of defilement, to 

1 = give 


= 3 4 ix of Ky. 2 6 x 5» ' y 
g © yD * "ite 3 ” 7 * 2 2 * , K * 4 + are 4 Y yy A. 8 
. 1 5 ; 8 5 wh 0 oh . 
— - oy 2036-1260 n (a 4 y 7 
> . 3 . 33 *** - — — 
—WA. K a a. a 9 
” 


POLY GAMY. 
give a bill of divorce||; but with- 
out an exprels licenſe to take another 
wife. 


Tunis 


[| Mr. Selllen tells us, (urxor Hebr. I. 3. c. 18.) 
that the learned of the Jews were divided u 
on this point. The Hillelians held, that any 
diſlike conceived of a woman juſtified a divorce. 
The Sammeans affirmed, that nothing could 
Juſtify ir, but ſome real actual defilement. Our 
Saviour ſeems to have been applied to as arbi- 
trator in this diſpute; (Matt. x1x.) and to have 
declared in favour of the Sammæaus, that an 
union, inſtituted by God, was not to be diſ- 
ſolved upon every trifling pretence ; that no- 
thing, but ſuch foul crimes as are comprehended, 
according to the Hebrew idiom, under the word 
fornication, could juſtify that practice. 
Thus much is certain; that whoever will take 
the trouble ro conſider Mges's precept upon 
| this point, (Deut. xxiv. 1.) will find, that no- 
thing but unc leanneſs in the wife juſtified a bill 
of divorce. | 
What that uncleanneſs was is not ſo clear; 
but T think the moſt natural interpretation of 
the word is unc haſtity. And therefore, with 
great ſubmiſſion, Mr. Chub is not ſufficiently 
- juſtified, in ſuppoſing the Moſaic precept in re- 
lation to diyorces not of divine authority; in- 
almuch as the ſeparation of man and wife, on 
account of unchaſtity, is agreeable to the law 
of nature; and the only objection to Moſes is, 
| | that 
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judgment is his. Dent. i. 17. 
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Tunis allowance the Jeas in pro- 
ceſs of time greatly abuſed; and far 
from confineing themſelves to Moſes's 
limitation, took every ſlight pretence 
of turning away one wife, to take an- 
other they liked better; and by this 
means introduced all ſorts of corrup- 
tion and confuſion into their families; 
and at laſt they arrived to ſuch a de- 


gree of iniquity, that it was cuſtomary 


* 


— 


that this was permitted to be done in a private 
Way. And this permiſſion is what our Saviour 


ſeemeth to cenſure, as extending beyond 7hat 


law. 
I ſhall not take upon me to pronounce, that 
God cannot in any caſe or upon any occaſion 
diſpenſe with his own laws; or that he is bound 
to give his people, in all circumſtances, ſuch 
as are moſt perfect, and no other. 

But the true diſtinction I take to be here. 
Moſes permitted every man, in his private capa- 
city, to put away his wife for uncleanneſs : 
whereas, by the law of reaſon, ſhe ſhould not 
have been put away but by public authority and 
a fair hearing. In the firſt caſe Man pur them 
aſunder, in the latter God; for in this caſe the 


with 


8 


POLYGAMY. 1 
with them to marry a wife ſor one 


day. 


Nok was this corruption confined 
to the Jeavs; the whole world was 


now over-run with it: and it was 


almoſt as flagrant in the practice of 


| the Roman wivesF ; as of the Jewiſh 
husbands. x 


THis was the ſtate of things when 
the Phariſees came to our Saviour, 
and put the queſtion to him, whether 


it were lawful for a man to put away Matt. 19. 


his wife for every cauſe © And he an- 


ſwered and ſaid unto them, Have ye 


Ms 


+ Nunguid jam ulla repudio erubeſcit, poſft= 


quam itluftres quedam e nobiles fæeminæ, non 
Conſulum aumero, ſed Maritorum, apnos ſuos 
computant. Senec. de benef. I. 3. c. 16. 


Sic creſcit numerus, fic fiunt octo mariti 
 Ouingue per autumnos 


Juv. 


Aut minus, aut certe vix jam viceſma lux eft, 
Et nubit decimo jam Tekjina viro. Mart. 


not 
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not read, that he who made them at 
the beginning, made them male and 
female ; and ſaid, For this cauſe ſhall 
a man leave father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife, and they twam 
ſhall be one fleſh wwherefore, they are 
no more twain, but one fleſh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, 
let no man put aſunder. Why then, 
ſay they, did Moſes command to give 
a writing of divorcement, and to put 
her away! he ſaith unto them, Mo- 
ſes, becauſe of the hardneſs of your 
hearts, ſuffered (not commanded) you, 
to put away your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not ſo. 


FROM this reaſoning of our Saviour's 
two things are clearly to be inferred : 
firſt, That the union of one man with 
one woman, is an original law of na- 
ture, evidenced in the very creation. 
And ſecondly, That this union was, in 
the primary intention of God, to laſt 
for life; and therefore, it is no matter 

N what 
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them from greater corruptionsF. 


Tux queſtion is not, what was 
occaſionally permitted; but what was 
originally intended and enjoined? and 


that is evidently the permanent union 
of one man with one woman. 


AND indeed, the good of ſociety, 


which greatly dependeth upon the good 


education of children, is greatly con- 


cerned; and evidently requireth, that 


— 


I ſhall not take upon me to ſay, why God 


permitted this practice at firſt ; but this I can 
ſay, that God himſelf declareth his abhorrence 
of this practice, (as it was then abuſed) by the 


mouth of his prophet Malachi (on ii. v. 16.). I 
am ſenſible, that ſome men have interpreted 
this paſſage into quite another ſenſe: but Who- 
ever conſidereth the Whole chapter, will ſoon 
ſee, that this interpretation is utterly abhor- 


rent from the whole ſcope and purpoſe of the 


prophet, in this place. 


men 


what Moſes might have been directed 
by Almighty God, to permit to a vi- 
cious and ſtubborn generation, to keep 


13 


conjugal fidelity. Whereas, had Adam 


| REFLECTIONS on 
men ſhould have but one wife at once; 


becauſe a variety of children, by a 
variety of women, (and thoſe perhaps 


of the ſame age, and in the ſame circum- 


ſtances) muſt multiply the cares of 


education to ſuch a degree, that it is 


impoſſible for any father to diſcharge 


his duty to them all, as he ought, 


And it 1s obſervable, that ſuch chil- 
dren are always regarded or neglected, 
according as the mother is eſteemed 
or deſpiſed : and this, I think, will 
beſt explain that paſſage in the pro- 
phet Malachi, (ii. 1 5.) where, ſpeak- 
ing of the creation of one woman at 
the beginning, he putteth the queſtion, 
And wherefore one © i. e. Why did 
God create but one woman for Adam? 


to which he immediately anſwereth, 


that he might ſeck a godly ſeed : i. e. 
That the children of ſuch an union 
might be carefully educated in the 
knowledge and fear of God, and un- 
der the example of continence and 


been 


POLYGAMY. 
been divided between many wives, 


his iſſue would have had the curſe of 


a looſe and careleſs education ; and 


been influenced, by their father's ex- 
ample, to luxury and incontinence; 


which are the great fountains of 1 im- 


_— and irreligion. 


AND this oberen Kun us 
with a ſufficient anſwer to that argu- 
ment in favour of Polygamy, whitch 


urgeth, that children by ſucceſſive 


wives create equal conteſts and com- 


fortune, with thoſe born of ſeveral 


wives, fob ſting at the ſame time : 


for, ſuppoſi ng they did, how doth 


this affect the objection in relation to 


the duty of education and mainte- 
nance? is it equally eaſy to maintain 


and educate any number of children 
by ſeveral wives at the fame time; as 


to maintain and educate the ſame 
number by ſeveral wives in ſucceſſion ? 
Moſt certainly | it : Js not, 


15 


petitions for the father's favour and 


16 
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BEsIDEs, the pre ſumption is, that 
many wives ſubſiſting at once, will 


produce more children than ſeveral 
wives in ſucceſſion : and conſequently, 
both the care of education, and ex- 
pence of maintenance, will in this 


caſe be greatly multiplied; and for 
that reaſon greatly neglected X. No- 


thing is more known, than that the 


care of a very few children, nay, of- 


tentimes the care of one, is found to 


exhauſt the parents beſt hours and 


years ; and what then muſt become 


of him and them, if this care be not 
only multiplied, but diſtracted ? and 
therefore, as nothing can more con- 
cern the peace and intereſt of private 


families, or the well-being of the pub- 


* And if St. Paul rightly account him 
worſe than an infidel, who provideth not for thoſe 
of his own houſe ; what are we to think of him, 
who alloweth himſelf in ſuch methods of mul- 


riplying his family, as will make it impoſſible 


tor him to provide for them ? 


* 


PEE 
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lic, than a careful education of chil- 
A 1 188 1 1 .c& ye 
dren, nothing can be more prejudi- 
cial to either, than that pernicious 
and unnatural practice of Polygamy; 


which muſt rob them of this advan- 
| tage; and inſtead of increaſing the 
; parental care towards the children, 
render 1t languid and indifferent to 
ſuch a degree, that it 1s generally ſeen 
to end in an utter neglect both of the 
- BE mothers and their iſſue K. 8 1 


As 


— 


— 


* This point is well illuſtrated in that paſ- 
ſage of Salluſt, (Bell. Jugurth. c. 80) © Etiam 
« antea, Fugurtke, filia Bocchi nupſerat; verum 
« ea neceſſitudo, apud Nunidas Maurq que, levis 

« ducitur; quod ſiuguli, pro opibus quiſque quam 
« plurimas ux0res, denas alli, alii plures habent ; | | | 
« {ed reges eo amplius. Ita animus multitudine 
« diftrabityr ; nullam pro ſocia obtinet ; pariter 


omnes viles ſunt. Bocchus's daughter had al- | 
im « fo before this been married to Fugurtha; 9 
0% but that is accounted but a light tye among } 
m, „. the Moors and Numidians; inaſmuch as with | 
ul- « them every man hath many wives, aC= f 
ble W © cording to his wealth; ſome ten, , ſome . 

more, and kings a yet 1 number. By { 
ic, * which means, the mind, diſtracted by vari- | 


cry, 
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As to the other objection in rela- 
tion to the peace of families, I deſire 
to ask any candid or reaſonable man, 
whether families can, in the ordinary 
courſe of things, be equally diſtracted 
and diſquieted by the competition of 


« ety, regardeth none of them with a true ſo- 
« cial affection; and ſo all become deſpicable 
* alike.” 
Alſo by that paſſage in Procop. Hift. Vandal. 
I. 2. c. II. “ Tabor perm every u MEANCEL, Us ey 
% yuan avayim, nas 78, os Y xaTa e 
« (avs|o Tvuyal) Euvoten Yuveaies, Tar ov on av mos 
1e yo. It is yours, (ſay the Barbari- 
« ans) who can have but one wife | at once 
ce ro be touched with ſolicitude for your chil- 
« dren; bur as for us who can have Alty wives 
« if we pleaſe, we are under no apprehenſion 
« of wanting poſterity.” 8 
And by another of Ammianus Marcellinus, 
where ſpeaking of the Perſiaus (I. 23. c. 6.) he 
hath theſe words; © Pro opibus quiſque adſciſcens 
« matrimonia, plura vel pauca. Jude apud eos, 
« per libidines varias caritas diſperſa torpeſcit. 
« Fach engaging in more or fewer marriages, 
« according to his wealth; by which means, 
« their affections being diſſipated thro' variety 
of luſts, become numbed and inſenſible.“ 


ſeveral 


POEY GAMY. _ 
ſeveral mothers and their children, in 
ſucceſſion, as by the competitions of 
many mothers and their children, at 
once? ſurely no candid man will ſay 
they can; till it can be demonſtrated, 
that a fire ſhall burn as fiercely, waſte 
as much, and laſt as long, with half 
the quantity of air and fuel; as it will 


with a double, a triple, or any greater 


quantity of both. And therefore, the 
ood education (I might add too the 


| health) of children, and the peace and 


well-being of families, and in conſe- 


| quence of theſe, the peace and well- 
being of the public, is greatly con- 


cerned in driving out this evil practice 
of Polygamy from the ſociety of man- 
kind; and introducing in its ftead the 


ſacred union of one man with one 


woman. 


AND, that this union of one man 


with one woman ſhould be for life, 


is evident from our Saviour's expreſs 


words; IWhat God hath joined, let no 


C 2 man 
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man put aſunder. And therefore, if 
man cannot, muſt not, put them aſun- 


der; they muſt continue together till 


it pleaſeth God to part them, either 
by death, or the ſentence of public 
juſtice. And ſo far was God from 
intending to part them before, that he 
plainly intended they ſhould ſooner 
part with every thing elſe: even their 
neareſt and deareſt friends; for. this 


cauſe ſhall a man leave father and 


mother, and cleave to his avife. 


Ab indeed, if this union were to 
continue only at the diſcretion of 
either party, or for any term leſs than 
life; the evils which would devolve 


upon ſociety from ſuch a limitation, 


would be infinite: the great engage- 
ment to peace and mutual love would 


be diſſolved; all the truſt and confi- 


dence of the moſt perfect friendſhip 


would be intirely deſtroyed ; the aſ- 
ſurance of conſolation in diſtreſs, of 
ſupport in ſickneſs, and ſociety in age, 
would 


— —— . — 1 —— — —— — a ns 
* 


POLY GAM V. 
would be taken away from the earth: 
and the intereſts of families would be 
torn into ten thouſand diſtractions. 
In ſhort, the evils of life would be 
infinitely multiplied by it, and its 
greateſt bleſſings infinitely impaired. 


Ap, on the other hand, the miſ- 


chiefs that would ariſe fiom allowing 
one man many wives at once, - would 
be full as great as thoſe that would 
ariſe from a temporary union ; becanſe 
they would in a great meaſure be the 
very ſame; ſince that alſo would of 
neceſſity produce contention, diſquiet, 
and diſtruſt, and a diſtraction of in- 
tereſts; and would of neceſſity de- 
ſtroy the peace and conſolation of lite, 
and cauſe great neglect and endleſs 
miſchief in the education of children: 
And the evils of unbounded appetite, 
which are now in a great meaſure re- 
ſtrained by marriage, and baniſhed to 
the beſtial herd, would return with 
tenfold violence into the ſociety of 


G1 men: 
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men: and therefore, the he, 
either of a plurality of wives, or of 
arbitrary divorces, would be by, infi- 
nite ill conſequence to mankind. 


ANOTHER argument ia Poly- 
gamy 1s, that miſerable ſtate of ſer- 
vitude ro which the whole female 
world are reduced, where-ever i it ob- 
taineth. This is notoriouſly true all 
over the Eaſt; and perhaps, more re- 
markably ſo in China; in Africa 
they are as very ſlaves as the Ne- 
groes in the plantations; and in 
Perfia, they are levelled with the 
beaſts chat periſh. In China F they 


are without inheritance z in Per- 


fa without Souls. So char, if 


there were no other objection to 
this © A chan the debelement Sod 


je * Alttiem - __— — 


* 
— * — —_— — — 4 * 8 * * „„ md 


＋ No ſeivules inherit. in China. | Navarett 


z. 


In Perſia, the profoundeſt divines teach, 
that women have no ſouls.  Froar's Travels, 


the 


_ POLYGAMY. 
the miſery to which it reduceth one 
half of the human ſpecies, where-ever 
it prevaileth ; this alone were abun- 
dantly ſufficient, to demonſtrate it a 


* 1 
- * 
3 
F 


of 


moſt r and grievous violation 


of the law of nature 7. 


- w = | - | 9 9 N = 


7 7 . : 


_ „ 
- 


— * 


+ To all this may be added miſchieſs of 
many other kinds; ſuch as parting, lending, 
and pawning wives at pleafure ; practices fre- 
quent in China. And what is yet worle, I am 
aſſured, it is a common practice in Turkey, to 
murder and make away with theſe ſervile aſſo- 
ciates, upon the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of jealouſy ; 
and without rhe leaſt apprehenſion of a legal 
E upon that account: and in truth, 


how is it poſſible it ſhould be other wiſe? inaſ- 
much as moſt of them are their ſlaves, bought 


in their markets, over whom they are as abſo- 
lute lords, as over their mules, or other beaſts 


of burden; and for whom they are only ac- 
countable to prudence, or ſelf-intereſt. This 


J vouch upon the credit of a merchant of great 
integrity, who reſided many years at Smyrna; 
and had himſelf the mottifieation to be preſent 
at one of theſe executions; where, in the midft 
of mirth, in a party of pleaſure, he beheld one 


of theſe unhappy wives tied up in a fack, and 


thrown into the ſea, with as little precaution 
or concern, as uſually attends the drownin 


of the meaneſt brute, in this part of the world. 
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Lanſwer, To ee. 1 
to ſlavery. And God forbicl this di- 
ſtinction ſhould ever ceaſe, any more 


in the married, than in the civil ſoci- 
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And Olearius, tells us, that both voluntary 
and violent deaths of wives, occaſioned by jea- 


louſy, are frequent in f 2. re, n. 
B. vi. p. 397 45. 05 Sn 3605 nor WEE. 
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DissERTATION II. 


IT = Aving ! in the ET diſ- 
2 ſertation ſufficiently ſhewn 
Polygamy to be deſtruc- 


tive of the natural rights 


* 
0 - 


of miahkind, and the peace of ſociety; 


cannot begin a further proſecution 
of this ſubject more properly, than 
15 obſerving. upon the united igno- 

= rance 


its moſt important branches; by plea 


in a court of equity. To ſay nothing 


REFLECTIONS on 
rance and effrontery of modern free- 
thinkers: who, at the ſame time that 
ay are inſulting chriſtzans with the 
ſufficiency and felf-evidence of the 


law of nature, are demonſtrateing 


their own utter ignorance of one of 


ing ſo loudly and ſo importunately, 
as they have done for ſome years paſt, 
for Polygamy ; 4. e. mes. for a 
licenſe to violate one of the moſt im- 
portant of all the laws of nature: a 
law guarded with as many and as 
ſtrong ſanctions, and demonſtrated 


_ 


Þ Witneſs the Polygamia Triumphatrix, pub- 


| Viſhed in London, under the name of Theophilus 


Aletheus; and another difſertation on the ſame 
ſubjeck, ſaid to be written by a Lord Chancel- 
lor of Eugland: a man of as much ſagacity and 
as fine parts, perhaps, as any that ever preſided 

| f . the de- 


cifion of a chriſtian biſhop of no mean talents 
upon this point; and the known outcry. of 
Deiſts andFree-thinkers, upon this head; Which 
nobody who hath been any way converſant 


with them, can be a ſtranger to. 


with 


PO LVY GAM. 

wich as much, perhaps more evidence, 
from the reaſon and nature of things, 
than any other whatſoe ver. Nay, more; 
complaining of the abridgment of 
their natural rights by the prohibition 
of Polygamy, at the ſame time that 
they were ſtretching them beyond all 
the bounds, of fit and juſt, to the in- 
finite prejudice and diſadvantage of 
ſociety, and the notorious violation 
of the natural rights of mankind. 


| AND here I muſt beg leave to put 
a plain queſtion to theſe men of ſupe- 
rior talents, as a late writer had fre- 
quent occaſion to do in another work ||, 
(and I hope will ſoon have again ). 
is Do they know that Polygamy is a 
ie notorious violation of the 3 na- 
7 ure? if they do know this, and yet 
d FIplead for that violation, how ſhock- 


Is — | | — . — 


h || Revelation Examined, Sc. 


ing 
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doubtedly did: And when of 


REFLECTIONS bn 
ing muſt this conduct be to every 
man of candour and honeſty ? if they 


do not know it, can the wy of na- 
ture be ell. evident? and in conſe. 


quence of that ſelf. evidence, be ſuffi 


cient rules to all manbind, to dired 
them (ac-all times, in all places, and 
in all cocuraſiances); in all the duties 
they owe to God and Man? Can those] 
laws be ſelf-evident, which have hi- 
therto been a ſecret to men of ſo much] 
ſagacity Can Polygamy be a notorious 
violation of the law of nature, and 
yet all mankind be ignorant of that 
violation, till the coming of- Jeſi 
Chrift.? How came it to paſs, that 


ſo young and ſo uneducated a man as 


Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſee the 3 iniquity of 


this practice, and condemn it, when 
ſo great a genius as Socrates was ut- 
terly ignorant of it? for otherwiſe, q 
am confident, he never would have 

committed it himſelf, as he un- 


wilc 8 


POLYGAMY. 
wiſe a people as the Chineſe, uni- 
verſally allow and practiſe it at this 
day ? - 583 O76 | 


Now that Jeſus Chriſt condemned 


it, is evident, from that expreſs decla- 
lation in the xixth of St. Mattheaw, 


that Whoſoever putteth away his wife, 


and marrieth another, committeth 
adultery. Now I preſume, that no 


man will ſay, that the adultery here 


committed, conſiſteth in | putting 4 
way, but in marrying another. 


AND will theſe gentlemen ſtill in- 


ſiſt, that the laws of nature are ſelf 
evident, and obvious to the meaneſt 
capacity ? and that Teſus Chriſt 
brought no light into the world? This 
am ſure of, the credit of their can- 
dour, as well as that of their ſuperior 


abilities, is greatly concerned that 


they ſhould not. 


Bur 
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Bor Polygamy will be found lil 
more contrary to the law of nature 
from another argument ; and that is 
the natural equality of defire, which 


it hath pleaſed God to eſtabliſh be- 


tween the ſexes of the human ſpecies 
in order to continue and endear their 


commerce in a ſocial union of affec-} 


tion and intereſts, and in a manner 
very different from that of all other 


creatures; whoſe commerce is limit- 


ed and regulated by times and ſea-i 
ſons. Now, if this deſire be rightly 
and wiſely appointed by Almighty 
God, it certainly hath a right to be 
oratified ; in Polygamy it can only 
be gratified in one ſex, and conſe- 


— 


[| Grotivs aſſigneth this reaſon, among others 
for the reception of fingle*marriages among 
chriſtians; that the wife, beſtowing herſelfin- 
tirely on the husband, may receive the equal 


return of his whole heart and affection. 


quenty, 


POLY GAMY. 
quently, the other ſex is injured. in 
its natural right. 


[ ſhould be glad to ſee all the in- 


fidel ſagacity of Afia and Europe 


united in one hardy attempt to an- 


{wer this argument. It is indeed an 


argument which will give ſome room 


O 


for idle wit, and looſe ribaldry ; but 


then, it is wit very remote from .= 


dom, as well as virtue; and conſe: 


quently, ſuch as muſt for ever be ut- 
terly deſpicable, in all rational diſ- 


quiſitions and determinations ||. 


AN- 


[| If the predominance of defire in fome men 


be urged, in oppoſition to this way of reaſon- 


ing, I muft defire thoſe that urge ir, to reflect, 
how eaſily that pretence is overthrown, by re- 
torting the predominance of deſire in ſome wo- 
men; and it this never was, or can be, a rea- 
lon, why one woman ſhould be allowed the 
uſe of ſeveral men; it never can be a reaſon, 
why one man ſhould be indulged in a com- 
merce with many women. Eſpecially, fince 
this cannot be done 1n the ordinary courſe of 

| things, 


* 


PP — 
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ANOTHER argument againſt the 
abominable practice of Polygamy is 
taken from the deteſtable evils of So- 
domy and Eviration ; one, or both 
which, it never faileth to draw after 
ir, where-ever it cometh. FE 


A number of females, reſtrained 
in their natural rights; are not to be 
kept within the bounds preſcribed by 
their tyrants, otherwiſe than by keep- 
ers envious of others, and incapable 
themſelves of offending 1n the charge 


committed to them : From hence 


1 — 


things, without manifeſt injury to ſome other. 


Nam uxor contenta eſt, que bona eff, uno viro; 
qui minus vir una uxore comentus fict © A wile, 
it ſhe is a good woman, is content with one 


man; and why ſhould a man | if he is a good 


man | not be content with one woman? Pall. 
Mercat. Act 5. SC. 1. v. 8. It is plain then, 
that nothing can be inferred from this acciden- 
tal predominance of deſire in ſome individuals 
of either ſex, but this; that the deſires of both 
are, in the main, equal. 
proceed 


— — 
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POLYGAMY. 


proceed ' thoſe monſtrous mutilations 


of great numbers of unhappy! mor- 


rals, in the manner which is moſt 
ſhocking, and moſt injurious to hu- 


man nature. Nor will ir, I believe, 
be pretended, that this infamous prac- 


tice deriv'd its origin from any other 


ſource, than that of Polygamy ; tho' 


other cauſes (as one vice begetteth an- 


other) have continued to ſu pport and 
propagate it in the world. 


AND, as a number of females, re- 


ſtrained and injured in their natural 
rights, introduced the infamous prac- 
tice of Eviration; a number of males, 
reſtrained and injured in their natural 
rights, by the ſame infamous prac- 
tice of Polygamy, turned the inſtincts 
of nature out of their proper courſe, 
and introduced all that train of mon- 


ſtrous and deteſtable defires and bru- 


talities, which is dreadful even to 
think of, much more to mention: 
and whoever abhorreth theſe vile, 
101 1 theſe 
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| where-ever Polygamy is allowed, 1s ſu 
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thele: helliſh practices, muſt at the 


ſame time abominate rm | the 
parent of them . 


Br hed we are immediately up- 


braided with the ſacred writeings, and 


the practice of the patriarchs and pro- 


phets. And I am ſorry to ſee one 


gentleman, whoſe talents I have long 


| honoured, roundly aſſert, in his let- 


ter to Dr. Vaterland, (p. 8.) © That 


«« we muſt allow, not only a plura- 


„ lity of wives, but a number of 


c 


* 


concubines 1 into the bargain; unleſs 


< we will give up ſome part, at leaſt, 


5 


„ 


of the n and condemn 


——k 


n How, eee PRs deredibff* vice of 
Sodomy (1 might add too Brurality,). Pre falle 


cientl y 
known to all who have been any way convet- 


{ant in the accounts we have of the great em- 
pires of Aa nay, we are told, that there are 
public ſtews for ation in the great 
empire of China, at this day; and chat thoſe 
of * are yet more c. 


« the 


d the holy 


Oc. ot 
ture, And Auger the 
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fdat, aud Jacob; and, above all, 


*® Divi, the man after God's own 


10 heart; who had at leaſt ſeven 


© yyives and ten concubines, without 


erer being 2dmoniſhed for it by 
% any of the prophets; 3 or cenſured 
* by any of the farred: writers: fo 


„ that here he (3. e. the author 6f 
"0 Chriftranity as old as the creation) 


„ will Probably turn yout own rea- 
ſoning upon you; that it is a weak 
e thing of you, to charge the law of 


a; nature as not ſtrict enough; when 


your den W Pens to be 


* Bote nn 


5 vt hath this 


we muſt allow a Penner of wives, 


give up io me part of Scrip- 


Pray, may we 1 not condemn” the pa- 
triarchs, Without giving * * > 


__— 


partiarchs, Abraham, I- 


peritletnan, with 
great ſubmiſſion, confoundeth two 
very different chitigs”: he faith, That 


patriarchs, & r. 


* 
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Muſt we condemn theScriprures, either | 
as untrue or unholy, becauſe they re- 
late the conduct of the patriarchs, in 
all the ſimplicity of plain, honeſt 
truth; without concealing their leaſt 
failure or infirmity? What if the patri- 
archs did violate the law of nature, in 
the buſineſs of Polygamy; muſt we, 
for chat reaſon, give up the Scriptures, 
which tell us they did ſo? Was ever 
ſo abſurd a doctrine as this ad vanced, 
in an age, and to a people, of un- 
common learning and penetration 
the Scriptures then are ſurely not to 
be given up as untrue, or uninſpired, 
on account of the veracity and inte- 
grity of the writers; and therefore, 
condemning the patriarchs, and give- 
ing up the Scriptures, with great ſub - 
miſſion, are two very « different things. 


| Bur Rill, it ſhould ſeem, we * 
give up the Scriptures ; becauſe, as 
this gentleman ſaith, they are le 
than the law of nature. Is then the 
law 


POLVY GAM. 

law of nature looſe? and doth it allow 
Polygamy, Concubinage, or any o- 
ther commerce of the ſexes, than 
ſuch as is founded upon a ſacred and 
inſeparable union of one man with 
one woman ? and will this learned 


gentleman take upon him to prove it 


doth 2 if ever he undertaketh to do 
this, and publiſheth his attempt, 
(which I hope he will not for his own 
fake) I am commiſſioned to promiſe 
him a ſpeedy and a full confutation. 


Ax the ſame time that I fay this, 

I muſt do this learned letter-writer 
the. juſtice to own, that Mr. Locke 
and ſome others have thought ſo far 


with him, as to declare their opinion, 
that there was nothing in the marriage 
union that ſhould make it laſt longer 
than till the ends of it, vix. the pro- 
creation and education of children 


were fully anſwered. 


'D 3 WY Bur 
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Bor they forget, that the neceſſary | 
conſequence of 55 opinion is, that it 
would then be diſſoluble almoſt at 
pleaſure : firſt, When there were no 
children : ſecondly, When the child, 
or children, were dead: and thirdly, 
Whenever a proper proviſion of ſu- 
Renance and education was made, or 
believed to be made, for the child, 
or children in being: and laſtly, 
When conceptions were either pre- 
vented by medicines, or ſecretly de- 
ſtroyed by forced abortions, (a prac- 
tice common in many parts of the 
Eaſt) to leave one of the parties at li- 
berty : in one word, the neceſlary 
conſequence of this principle muſt be 
the introduction of infinite murders, 
and univerſal licentiouſneſs among 
mankind. „„ Ru 


* 


Bor to proceed —— I ſhould be 
glad to know what this learned gen- 
tleman meaneth, by calling the Scrip- 

tures 
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tures looſer than the law, of nature, 

Do they give any countenance or en- 
couragement to Polygamy, or incon. 
tinence of any kind? are there any 
precepts or licenſes upon this head, to 
be found in them? if there be, 3 | 
them to us; and we are San if 
there be 4 how groundlels, how 

unjuſt, 15 this cenſure : 


ALL then that can | be: inferred 
from this practice of the patriarchs and 
prophets, to the diſadvantage of . the 
(criptures, is this; that God Almigh- 
ty did not think FA to reveal his will, 
as clearly and fully upon this head, 
either before, or under the diſpenſation | 
of the Old cellnmuaat; as under that of 
the New ; or, having revealed it, ſuf- 
fered that zeveligiah to beloſt, or ob- 
ſcured, either by the negligence, or 
by the corrupt gloſſes and comments 
of idle and wicked men. And will 
any man of candour and conſidera- 
ion * that God is obliged to pre- 
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will make no ſuch claim, who pretend, 


mankind? This evil doctrine is now, 
I hope, ſufficiently exploded; at leaſt, 


anſwer to Chriſtianity as old as the creaticn. 


REFLECTIONS on 
vent ſuch corruptions? or, that he is 
obliged to reveal his will equally ar 
all times, and in all places, to all 


Jam ſure, it is ſufficiently || confuted. 
Or, if others can have a right to an 
expreſs revelation from God, on this 
head; yet ſurely they, of all mankind, 


thar God Almighty hath already re- 
vealed all that he could reveal to 
mankind ; by the ſole light ot nature: 
and therefore, if the filence or obſcurity 
of the law of nature upon this head, | 
till the coming of Jeſus Chrift, be no 
proof that it did not come from God; 
neither can the ſilence or obſcurity of | 
the Moſaic law, be any proof that 
Moſes was not divinely inſpired. 


— 


See this pernicious doctrine, together with 
many others of like tendency, clearly and fully 
confuted in Leland's learned and excelleri 


Ir 


POLYGAMY. 


Ir is undoubtedly roo arduous and 
preſumpruous a province, to take up- 
on 11s, to pronounce upon the reaſons 
of the divine conduct, in any particu- 
lar inſtance ; and yer, one reaſon, 
why God left the buſineſs of Polyga- 
my in obſcurity, ſeemeth ſo very 
plain, in the caſe before us, that I will 
venture to appeal even to our adver- 
faries themſelves, (if they be true De- 


iſts) for the evidence of it. 


Ix they be true Deiſts, they will 
not deny the divine preſcience; but 
muſt admit, that the condition and 


circumſtances of all times are equally 


preſent to infinite wiſdom: and if ſo, 


then God certainly foreſaw, that there 


would be a time, wherein the Scrip- 
tures would be exploded by a certain 
ſet of men, and the ſufficiency and 
ſelf- evidence of the law of nature ſet 
up and aſſerted, in oppoſition to 
them; and that this vaunt could ne- 

ver 
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ver be more effectually confuted, 
than by demonſtrating, that the ve- 
ry 55 of the ſufficiency and ſelſ- 
evidence of the law of nature, were 
groſly ignorant of one of its moſt 1 1m- 
portant branches; and proved them 
ſel ves to be ſo, by arguing and write- 
ing profeſſedly and zealouſſy againſt 
it: and that this is exactly the caſe of 
the defenders and aſſerters of Polyga- 
my, is, I hope, by this time W all 


doubt. 


Bur this is not all: God Almigh- 
ty foreſaw, that theſe very men would 
aſſert the obſcurity, the uncertainty, 
the inſufficiency, and even the im- 
poſſibility, of a written revelation; 
and that the ſure and only way of i in- | 
ſtructing mankind, was, from the rea- 
ſon and nature of chings, laid plainly 
before them. Now, this, God Al- 
mighty had done as plainly, as clear- 
ly, and as fully, in the buſineſs of 
* as it is poſſible; and yet, 


almoſt 


» 


POLYGAMY. 
almoſt all mankind, the very wiſeſt 


and beſt of them, in almoſt all ages 
and countries, have miſtaken this in- 


ſtruction ; and acted directly againſt 
it for four thouſand years; and were 
never corrected in this errour, but by 
a new and exprels revelation. Is not 
the conſequence then clear and co- 
gent, that inſtruction by the nature 
and conſtitution of things, is not ſuffi- 


cient; and that a new and = 7 
revelation from God may, on ſome 


occaſions, be abſolutely neceſſary to 
the guidance of his creatures? | 
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&S, 
© 


hath alread 
the diſcountenance given to it in the 
ſcriptures of the Old teſtament, cometh 
next to be conſidered. For that it is 


ſtrongly, 


— 


DISSERTATION III. 


> 


HE evidence ariſing from 
the nature of things, to 
prove Polygamy a viola- 
tion of the law of nature, 


y been ſufficiently ſer forth: 


REFLECTIONS on, &c. 


ſtongly, variouſly, and repeatedly 4 
diſcountenanced in them, I hope, 


ſhall ſoon evince.. 


FixsT then, I lay down this as a 
poſtulatum, or plain propoſition of 
undoubted truth; that a/l thoſe parts 
if the Scripture which recommend, or 
jon, the inſeparable union of one 
nan with one woman, do ſo far diſ- 
untenance, and prohibit Polygamy. 


; 


d 


TH1s being taken for granted, I 
roceed to enumerate thoſe paſſages, 
yhich thus aſſert, or encourage the 


AnD firſt, the Scriptures inform us, 
hat God in the beginning created one 
om nan and one woman; and no more. 
ind if this act be not thought a ſuffi- 
ent document to all mankind, upon 
e buſineſs of marriage, as it un- 
oubtedly was, and is; yet, ſurely 
the Is own declaration, ſubſequent to it, 
eth | | Fo 7" 


nion of one man with one woman. 


* 
4 
i 
* 
T 
£710 
Ss 
wy 5 
ta 
> : 
K 4 
4 
1 
* 
r 
117 
9 
* 
70 
4 g 
z 
1 
1 
j 
6 af 
es | 
4 | 
+16 
: 
N M4 
* 7 
| 4 
15 
77 
4 
1 
iT 
l 
i 
K-13 
5 
Bea 
1 
11 
'S: 
+ 
if 
14 
5 
7 
. 
L 
* 
19 
* 
; 
F 
*#% 
- 
14 
1 
1 
By 
23 
5 
1 


" 4 
N E's , * 5 ** — ——_—— — — 2 — 
— — Line — — iGga — — —— ——— — * . a 
— i ak of — A ” — — — 
* A oY a - 2 — — = — l \ ED K 
— — —_— _— * n - — 
— - — n — re 
2 88 - a 


__ 
/ 
urns 


£ , 
4 4 
* 
* 1 1 j 
© I" * 
* * N 
— 
” , 4m . n 22 = 4 TIN 
2 — — 

* * Ann 

a > i 5 z ; 
— 3 r 

4 2 4 A > _— 3 
; i  -- — _- 
— —— —_— _— 2 5 
* * — 4 —— 
b MW” . 
——— * *. : — — . 
Pg Ee " 2 
9) "nat of 22 r 


— — 
RIP” n 
0 
—_— — x p- 
os 1 5 


e ee ee er e n 


s & * 
—— 7 1 
r — 16 
9 72 in «y *; — * 
8 » 8 TS p 7 o 
r N nat = „ - — . n e 8 . N v3 
: . - © + _ a ge Ms * 5 . 42 * ds # 'v oa. 
. N 4 5 _ * * 5" 3 tun "I. 4 
N CY bk 


. 1 e 
— n 
> . 4 2 


* IE 

* 

** 4 : 
. . 8 1 * * 

rr e 
n - 3 7 N 


e 
— 2 4 n — eee 4 
a6 ro” 


46 


(not to his wives); and they, (ot a 
our Saviour explaineth it, they tapnin 
ſhall be one fleſh ; not they thre 
they four, they five, & c. whid 


but chey rawain, ſhall be one fleſh 
And this argument with ſeveral other, 


that marriage makes man and wife one perſo 


the fifft husband is prohibited from martying 


facred in this union, that no ſubſequent ei 


was ſufficiently inſtructive; For thi 


- RefrECTIONS 0h 


cauſe ſhall a man leuve his fathy 
and mother, and clenve to his wh 


would be a monſtrous poſition; 


Tertullian urgeth with great force, i 
his treatiſe de Monogamia. c. iv. 


n 
* 
Te 
3 1 
1 1 £ — — 5 
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IJ All the antient Rabbins, and all the leat: 
ed men among the Jews, at this day maintain 


and that ſo ſtrictly, that if a woman be diyorcet 
trom one, N and married to anothei 


the near relations of the ſecond. (As it til 
perſonality with the farſt fill ſubſiſted, co 
Jointly with the perſonality with the ſecond 
Seldi Un: Hebr. J. 51 C. 3. Is it not a clear CC 
ſequence from hence, that there is even up! 
their principles, ſomething ſo binding and 


gagement can abſolutely diſſolve it? for other 
wite, How could it affect the firſt hugband ! 
4 ſecond marriage? « 
5 AGAIN 


POL YGAMY. Xp 


ll AAN; Moſes took care to tell 
vill us, that Polygamy began in the ac- 
curſed family of Cain; and that 
Lamerh, the author of it, was a mut- 
derer, and a greater villain even than 
Cain: and that the Polygamy of the 
ſons of Seth, with the daughters of 
Cain, introduced univerſal corruption 
into the world. (See this matter more 
fully diſcuſſed in Rev. Examin d, &c. 
Vol. I. and 3d Edit. p. 167, Oc.) 
And what could more ny, or more 
clearly imply the evil and iniquity 
of Polygamy, than this account of its 
origin, increaſe, and effects: 


AGAIN; At the deluge, righteous 
Noah and his one wife is faved, and 
his three ſons with each their fingle 
wite ; and this at a time, when God 
is repreſented as uncommonly ſolici- 
tous to have the race of mankind 
multiplied upon the earth, and pro- 
nouncing repeated bleſſings upon 


them, 
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them, to that purpoſe. And was Po- 
lygamy the beſt way of multiplying 
mankind 2 And did God Almighty 
not know 1t? Or was he unable to 

| fave more women for Noah, and his 
ſons 2 Can the nature and reaſon of 
things contain a ſtronger prohibition 
of Polygamy, than this? 


PROCEED we next, from the Hiſ- 


tory to the Law of Moſes. 


IT is agreed, that the high-prieſt 
among the Jeavs could only be the 
husband of one wife; nor could he 

ſo much as divorce her: (as Joſephus 
giveth us plainly to underſtand, 1. ii. 
ae.) 7 his wife was to be a Vir- 
= | £ gin, &c. and the reaſon is annexed, 
Wil | becauſe he was conſecrated to God : 
1 And were not the whole people of 
5 the Jews the people of God? May we 
118 | not infer from hence, That Polygamy 
and Divorces were unacceptable to 
God? And that the hoher any perſon 
| > 157 
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POLYGAMY. 49 
is, the more is he obliged to abſtain . 
from theſe practices? And if there N 
be any degree of holineſs or purity in 
abſtaining from Polygamy, ls it not 
a neceſlary conſequence, thar Polyga- 
| my 1s in ſome degree a pollution? : 


AGAIN ; A woman that was di- 
vorced, could not be re-married to , 
the ſame husband, when divorced by 
the ſecond; and the reaſon of this | 
prohibition is, the pollution of her — 
* ſecond marriage; the words of the? x. 
he law are theſe; Her former husband, bse. ws 
which ſent her away, may not take” ® 
ber again, to be his wife ; after that 8 
ſhe is defiled. Is it not plainly im- 
plied in theſe words, That a marriage 
to a ſecond husband, during the life No 
of the firſt, is a defilement ? And f 8 AM 
he wife be defiled, by a commerce 
with another man, alter divorce, Is * 
not the husband, by a parity of re- 
lon, defiled, by a commerce with an- 
other woman? And is not this a plain 


* pro- 
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prohibition of Polygamy, as a de- 
filement? And a plain foundation for 
that declaration of our Saviour's, 
above · cited; that he that putter 
away his wife, and marrieth another, 
committet h adultery ? 


hin, Bu T what de this matter, to 
] Hf my apprehenſion, paſt all manner of 
doubt, is, the precept in relation $6 
"the marriage of a ſlave betrothed by 
a father to his ſon; _ he is yet 
un his father's houſe : as you may 
read it in the 21ſt chapter of Exodus, 
at the gth and i oth verſes; And i 
i be have betrothed her unto his ſou, 
be ſpall deal with Her after the man- | 
Lap ner of daughters; if he take him an- 
bee ot Der ue, her food, her raiment, 
wm" Goo n Her duty of marriage {ball he nit 
et iminiſh. Here it is evident, that a 
ſecond wife is to be taken, only upon 
conditions (in the ordinary courſe of 
(g. be. things, and by the generality of men) 
impoſſible d to be fulfilled: and con- 
| ſequently 
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WH 


ſequently, this conditional permiſſion 
(if the words could amount to a per- 
miſſion, which they certainly do not) 
is equal to an abſolute prohibition; 
according to that undoubted axiom 
of the ſchools, Si conditio fit Us 5. 
biks, &c. 4. e. If the condition be 
impoſſible, an hypothetic propotition 
is equivalent to a plain, categoric, 
u onditional Os T5; 


Ir it be objected, that an impoſ- 
ible ſuppoſition is nugatory ; I an- 
ſwer, that it is not; but frequently 
uſed in the Scriptures, with great 
beauty and energy. For example, 

If you can break my covenant of the 
day, and my covenant of the night ; 

then may alſo my covenant be broken 7 
with David, Oe. 20, 21. 


AND if this be the treatment due 
to a betrothed bond - woman; no 


man will ſay, that any thing worſe - 
| than 


SK £ 


— 3 
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than this, Was due to a bertothed free- 
Woman. S&&% #4 82 710 # 


Bur, if FEM comment be obj jected 
to, in this light, let it be ho” tay 
in nah z it is evident, from theſe 
words of Moſes, that there is a duty 
of marriage to which the firſt wife 
hath a right; andi it is as plain, that 
ſhe may be wronged of this duty, #8 
her husband's s taking a ſecond wife; 
What then is the intention of thi 


precept, but to prohibit that wrong 


Her duty of marriage, ſaith Mofes, 


ſhall not be diminiſhed by a ſecond 


marriage. But, in fact, it 1s . 
niſhed by a 3 marriage; 
more by a third, and more yet ap 1 


fourth, and ſo on: Is it not plain 
then, that Moſes's view in this pre- 


cept was, to prohibit ſecond, third, 


and n marriages, in conjundtc 
with a firſt? 


Now, 


% i, x" 4 * 7 2 7 my wy 1 5 
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1 the Rabbinical dec ion up- 

on the point ſtandeth thus. If a man 

ed have but one wife, he is indeed 
ed bound to have marital commerce 
ele I with her, at leaſt, once a week: but 
ary if he take a ſecond, he is obliged ro 
ike N have commerce WA the firſt, only 
once a fortnight : : and if he kalte a 
| fourth, he is obliged to have com- 
merce with the firſt, but once a 
month, and ſo on : ls not then her 
duty of marriage diminiſhed ? And 
is not this Rabbinical deciſion in di- 


2. 5 ? 


Now, How 4 1s is very plain point 
evaded ? Why thus; the husband, 
lay they, is to pay the marital debt; 

but then it muſt be paid W to 


ä 


4 Seld. Ux. Hebr. I. iii. c. 6. 
| || Ibid. I. 
E 3 all 


rect contradiction to the Moſaic 05 
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A man oweth me four hundred 
quitted of this obligation, by paying 
ſubſequent creditors, and for the diſ- 
charge of debts which he was under 
marriage duty (which is a debt) to 


faith Moſes, by the aſſumption of « 
fourth, to one hundredth, ſay the 


traditions, what is? 


: Moſes ? 
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all his creditors. Let us ſee how this 
will bear the teſt of common ſenſe ; 


pounds by a prior bond; Is he ac- 


me only one hundred, and diſtribute- 
ing the other three, among three other 


no neceſſity of contracting? The 
the firſt wife ſhall not be diminiſh'd, 


ſecond. It may juſtly be diminiſh'd 
to one half, to one third, to one 


Rabbins. If this be not to make the 
law of God of none effect, by ther 


Bor here it may be asked ; Is not 
Polygamy ſuppoſed in the law of 


| 
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I anſwer, that it is; and fo is 
4 inceſt, murder, and adultery ſup- 
poſed; and methods of puniſhment 
and prevention preſcribed: but, ſure- 
ly, no man will ſay that they are, 
for that reaſon, licenſed | on ſuppo- 
ſition that a man hath a ſecond wife, 
there are certain rules of humanity 
and good treatment to both, preſcrib'd ; 
which he is not to tranſgreſs : but 
certainly, ſuch limitations and re- 
ſtraints are far from being encourage- 
ments to a practice, which Moſes had 
evidently in his view to diſcourage, 
as much as ever he could. 


THE world was now over-run 
with this evil practice; and doubt- 
leſs many of the Iſrachtes had, at 
not this time, a plurality of wives; And 

off} was it not neceſſary, that ſome regu- 

lations ſhould be laid down concern- 

ing them? But ſurely, ſuch regula- 
ons cannot, with any degree of 
. E 4 common 
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REFLECTIONS on 
common ſenſe, be conſtrued into a 


| permiſſion or licence of the practice 


ſo regulated. 


ADD to all this, that Moſes had 
to do with a ſenſual and obſtinate 
people; and if God thought it proper 
to diſcountenance this practice, by in- 
direct and conſequential prohibitions, 
added to the hiſtory of the evils de- 


rived from it, upon the antediluvian 


world, and the authority of his own 


conduct, at the creation, and the de- 
luge ; I ſay, if God thought fit to 


take this method of repreſſing this 


One of theſe regulations is that of Dein. 
XX1. 15, 16, 17. Where it is ordered, that ita 
man have rwwo wives, one beloved, and the 


other hated ; the ſon of the beloved, being 


younger, ſhall not be made heir, in preference 
to the ſon of the hated, being elder. Where 
It is obſervable, that one expreſſion in this paſ- 


ſage, If the fir/i-born be her's that was hated, 


makes this law appear rather to be underſtood 


of the children of two ſucceſſive wives. 


pfac- 


nite wiſdom. My intention is only 
to ſhew, that we are not bound to 


from their authority. 
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practice, rather than the other, of 1 
more expreſs and abſolute prohibi- 1 
tions; I can eaſily ſubmit my ſur- = | 


miſes, to the ſecret reaſons of his infi- 


give up the Scriprures, either as falſe, 
fallacious, or uninſpired, on account 
of any licence given to this practice, 
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Proceed in the next place, 
to conſider the encourage- 

ment ſuppoſed to be given 

to Polygamy, and Con- 
cubinage, by the example of the 

patriarchs. 


3 


THE 
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TAE caſe of Abraham is well 
known. He was long married to a 
barren woman; deſirous indeed of 
children, but without the leaſt deſire, 
chat appeareth, of obtaining them ei- 
6 if ther by Concubinage, or Polygamy; «+. 
till, at the earneſt intreaty of Sarai 
his wife (and that too when ſhe her 
ſelf was, by the courſe of nature, paſt 
the power of child-bearing ) he took 
= Hagar, her handmaid, to wife alſo; 
„and by her had one ſon. He took 
| her at his wife's earneſt intreaty, 
— (Gen. xvi.) and immediately diſcharg- 
: ed her again, as ſoon as ſhe deſired 


= 


= GOD had promiſed Abraham a 
* numerous iſſue; Sarai was barren 
en TN | and 
n- : 

V 


1 And when we find God confirming this 
deſire of Sarai's, by his command, (Gen. xxi. 
12.) what leſs can we infer from it, than that 
3 usbands 


60 REFLECTIONS on 
and ſuperannuate ; a child by = 
ſlave would be her rare |: — 


a! G7 Gov D's promiſe to rubine wink 
C. be 


141 made good: this was the only 
122. 


—— —— nl probable way, in which 


[ [1 6 it could be made good; ſhe only had 
0 Fa right to her husband; ſhe deſireth 
to transfer that right; "wad it was 
transferred no longer chan ſhe deſired 
Zit. I will not take upon me, ſtrictly 


husbands have no right to impoſe, or to con- 
tinue, a ſecond wile, in oppoſition to the will 
of the firſt? | 
|} The caſe is the ſame, at this day, among 
the Chineſe. © They are allowed but one wife, 
“ (faith le Comte) but may have as many con- 
« cubines, as they pleaſe; and all the chil- 
« dren have an equal claim to the eſtate; be- 
cauſe they are reckoned the wite's children, 
« and call her mother; being the ſole miſtreſs 
« of the houſe ; and rhe concubines, her ſer- 
e yants.” Harris's Colle@ion of Travels, Vol, 
i. p- 516. 
And Navarette tells us, that when the 
« firſt wife hath no children, ſhe herſelf courts 
&« the husband to take a concubine.” Chur- 


chill's Collection of Voyages. Vol. i. p. 66. 


to 


I . IT << e_ 


— A. 6 


conſidered. He ſerved painfully and 


POLYGAMY: 
to juſtify this conduct: if we are to 
ſpeak to this point as chriſtians, Sarai 
muſt be owned guilty of a wrong 
deſire; and Abraham criminal, in 
complying with it: (and each of them 
had very ſoon reaſon to repent); but 


this I will ſay, that Polygamy cannot 


derive any advantage, or enconrage- 
ment from this example; and yet, 
this is the only imputation of licen- 


tiouſneſs, that reſteth upon the cha- 


racter of Abraham. 


Abo as for his ſen Tſaac, tho' he 
allo be lump'd in to aggravate the 
charge of Polygamy and Licentiouſ- 
neſs upon the patriarchs, his charac- 
ter is abſolutely clear of all imputa- 


tion upon this head; and, in my 


humble opinion, it will not be eaſy 
to fix any imputation upon him, on 
any other. 0 

TA CO B's caſe is next to be 


faith- 


62 


it. What was he to do in this exi- 


if he could repudiate her, there would 
be ſome cruelty in doing it, to a wo- 
man, who was perhaps innocent in 


minal, only in obedience to a father's 


Or could ſhe do it ? Let any man 
can derive any argument from it, in 


allow him infinitely more penetration, 


—— —ͤ > > — —̃ —̃ — CL ET ON om 3 TN} Amr: 22 — 


REFLECTIONS o 
faithfully for one wife, and another 
is impoſed upon him ; not only with- 
out his conſent, but evidently againſt 


gency ? He could not repudiate this 


wite; neither her father, nor the laws 
of the country, would bear it : and 


this matter; or at worſt, was cri- 


authority. Was he in this caſe to 
forego his undoubred right to another 
woman, to whom he was married 
before God ? Or could he do it ? And 
was ſhe to forego her undoubted 
right to him, for another's fraud ? 


conſider this caſe candidly, and if he 
favour of Polygamy, I will readily 
than [ ſhall ever pretend to. 


BUT 


POLYGAMY. 


Bur Jacob is chargeable with 


Concubinage, as well as Polygamy. 
[| own he is; but yet only at the in- 
ſtance and earneſt intreaty of his wives, 
(Gen. xxx.) influenced by emulation 


and jealouſy, (and partly roo by bar- 


renneſs) to the ſame earneſt defire of 
children, which ſwayed Sarai before |. 
And if this example be pleaded in 


favour of licentiouſneſs, let ir be 
pleaded fairly, and as it ought; and 


| am of opinion, that very little cor- 


ruption will be introduced into the 
world, by it. Let no man take more 


than one wife, otherwiſe than thro* 
| fraud and force; nor ever meddle 


„ * — ——— 7 


Here we ſee how one vice draweth others 


after it; one would little expect to ſee Poly- 


gamy the parent of Concubinage: And yet it 
evidently was fo, in this inſtance ; and, I be- 


lieve, is ſo, in many others, at this day. 


Envy will make people part with even their 
own gratiſications, ſo it can debar another, at 
the ſame time. 


with 
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64 REFLECTIONS on 
with any other woman, except at his 
wife 's earneſt intreaty; and, I am 
pretty confident, the world will ne. 
ver be over- run either with Polyga- 
my, or Concubinage. 


BksipDgEs all this, let me deſire all 

candid readers, calmly and impar- 

tially to conſider Moſes's account of 
E | the felicity derived to Abraham and 

1140 Jacob, from this plurality of wives; 

and ask their own conſciences, Whe- 

ther their condition be painted out, as 

luxurious and delicious, upon this 

Wl. ſcore ; or father, as vexatious and 

Il! ___ diſquieted, from the end/eſs conten- 

nl tion, jealouſy, and envy, of their al- 

ſociates? And conſequently, Whether 
theſe examples were ſet forth by Mo- 

ſes, more to encourage Polygamy, or 

to diſcourage it? 
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I know no example, that is not 
capable of being abuſed and miſap- 
plied, that of the Son of God himſelf 


was 


——  — —— — 


POLYGAMY. 


chat his example might, with almoſt 


ss little guilt, be pleaded for intem- 
perance, as the examples of Abraham 


and Jacob, for licentiouſneſs. Nor 
do I believe, that any man ever · yet 
pleaded theſe examples, for the indul- 
gence of corrupt appetites, who would 
not as fully have indulged thoſe appe- 
rites, if no ſuch examples had ever 


been heard of. And therefore, with 


oreat deference to the ſuperior ſaga- 
city of the learned letter-writer above- 
cited, I am humbly of opinion, that 
no concluſion. can be drawn, to the 
diſadvantage of the writeings of Moſes, 
from any encouragement given to 
Polygamy, or incontinence of any 
kind, either from the precepts of his 
laws, or the examples recorded in his 
hiſtory ; but quite the contrary. 


Bur here we are preſſed by the 
contrary deciſion (as it is ſaid) of an 
eminent biſhop, and ſeemingly well 


at- 


pet er — — 
r Rn Sar 


| 65 
was ſo; and I am verily perſuaded, 


66 REFLECTIONS on 
atteſted . His words are theſe 
© Yea, Polygamy was made, in 
* ſome caſes, a duty by Meſes's law 
« when any died without iſſue, his 
e brother, or neareſt kinſman, was 
ce to marry his wife, for raiſing u 
© ſeed ro him; and: all were obliged 
© to obey this, under the hazard of 
« infamy, if they refuſed ; neither is 
there any exceptions tibade for ſuch 
« as were married: from whence [ 
e may faithfully conclude, that what 
„God made neceſſary 1 in ſome caſes, 
e ro any degree, can in no caſe be 
ſinful in itſelf ; ſince God is holy in 
ce all his ways. And thus far it ap- 
i pears, that Polygamy is not con- 
15 trary to the law and nature of | 
12 marriage. | 
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Now the learned prelate's reaſon | 
for his judgment in this point, appear 
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POL VYVGAM V. 
e to be, firſt, becauſe the law of mar- 


n rying the deceaſed brother's widow, 


obliged all brothers, upon pain of in- 


were no exceptions made for ſuch 
brothers as were married. 


Now ,ſuppoſing theſe, two diſtinct 
reaſons; -or intended as ſuch, by the 
biſhop, or not intended; it is evi- 
dent however, that if there are any 
neceſſary exceptions to this law, they 
muſt be admitted, tho' not expreſſed; 


eros themſelves bear me witneſs: for 
ab: cxample, where the deceaſed brother's 
marriage was inceſtuous ; where he 


for a few days; where the ſurviving 
brother was ſuperannuate, or an eu- 
nuch, Oc. In theſe and many other 
ales, recounted at large by Selden ||, 


— 


|| See Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Fews. . v. 


. 19. | | 


famy : and ſecondly, becauſe there 


and that there are many ſuch, the 


had any child that ſurvived him, even 


67 


* — 2 , A : rr Wir „„ 6-28 l _ | 
p 1 10 5 w 1 re > * Bn, tg 
: \ 2 > _ F 
” 5 3 7 ' bv 
5 — . O . WY" Fo mY 
mo — . A ] ͤ•UUU... erp Ys HG „ 3 - \ 
an / Ry” y . , | i Regret oo. i 5 — 
— ** "__ * * 4 4 — 8 ” 38 8 e . ” b N 
. 108 8 - AER SED. _ 


AALECaat Heer 


* * pn * "IP 4 *h 
— . 2 5 K. — 1 . : 
A reader * «i ere” : — , 1 — L a 
44 op Er 1 3 men 0 
= ꝗ— * 1 DP 


this law, to take his deceaſed brothers 


REFLECTIONS on 
(Uxor. Hebr. l. i. c. 12.) It is agreed 
by the Jewiſh doctors, that this law 
was not obligatory upon the ſurviving | 
brother. There are then exceptions 
to this, as there are to all other gene- 
ral laws in the world, 


IN the next place, I take it for 
granted, that the laws of God are not 
contradictions to one another ; and 
conſequently, that this law was never 
intended to oblige, in contradiction 
to any other law, prohibiting ſuch a 
marriage: for example, I take it for 
granted, that this law was not in- 
tended in contradiction to the law of 
Levit. xvii. 18. prohibiting the mar- 
riage of two liſters, 4. e. the marriage 
of a ſecond ſiſter, during the life of 
the firſt: conſequently, if two bro-i 
thers were married to two ſiſters, (a 
caſe that often happens) the ſurvivor 
could not be obliged, by virtue of 


widow to wile, conjointly with bi 
1 own. 


I See Sed. Uxor. Hebr. I. i. c. 9. 


POLVYV GAM V. 
own. And for the ſame reaſon, if 
the ſurviving brother had a wife of 
his own, he could not be obliged, 
nor indeed was it lawful for him, to 


take his brother's widow to wife; be- 


cauſe theſe two were liſters. And it 
is agreed by the emiſh doctors, that 
all the degrees of affinity are upon the 
ſame foot of prohibition with thoſe 
of conſanguinity; and the moral rea- 
ſons for both are exactly the ſame. 


And the Chaldee paraphraſt, the 


 Midraſh, and Joſephus || agree, that 


this was the reaſon, why Mablon's 
next kinſman refuſed to redeem Ruth, 
his widow ; viz. becauſe it was not 
lawful for him to marry her, having 
already a wite of his own. 


TRE learned prelate is indeed 
pleaſed to tell us, (ibid. p. 241.) that 


he was at ſome diſtance from his 


S ; 
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Ruth iii. 


Ruth; 


R's 2M.row IONS on 


hooks: and papers when he gave his 
opinion upon this point. And this, 
I mult own, was the beſt excuſe chat 
could be given for ſo raſh a deciſion: 
which it would have been for the ho- 
nour of his reading to have retracted, 
and which, I ſincerely wiſh, he had 


retracted, when he rerurned ro his 


books. 


Axb doubtleſs it was for the we 4 
now mentioned, that no infamy at- 
rended the next kinſman's refuſal of 
neither did ſhe pull off his 
{hoe, os ſpit before him, for ſhe was 
bent during the wie tranſaction 
of this affair; and the kinſman only 
took off his own ſhoc F, in token of 


Þþ And, gave it to Rips (s wing a ſhoe Was 
ew like giving a ſod with de) it being a natu- 
ral indication (gay Dr. Patrick and others) that 


he reſigned his intereſt in the land by giving 
him his thoe, Wherewith he us'd to walk in it; 
to the end that he might enter into it, and 
my a of 1t bimfelf | 


his 


Done 71 
his reſigning Mablorn's inheritance, and 
with it his widow. For this was the Ruch iv. 
cuſtom of that time; whereas, had he 7: 8. 

| declined his duty in this caſe, infamy 


muſt have attended him. Fs 25. 


— 


AND theſe conſiderations lead me 
to the ſame concluſion ſo lately laid 
down ; that no inference can be 
made to the diſadvantage of Mofes's 
writings, from any encouragement 
given to Polygamy, or incontinence 
of any kind, either from the precepts 
of his law, or the examples recorded 
in his hiſtory, (or indeed in any part 
of the hiſtory of the old teſtament) 
J I vut quite the contrary. 


AND I am the more confirmed in 
this opinion, by the judgment of the 
Samaritans in this point; who receive 
ar the books of Moſes, as well as the 
's Jerss, and yet are ſo far from being 
ad led to theſe enormities, by their au- 
dhority, that they raiſe loud outcries 
lis : F434: againſt 


againſt the Jeavs, upon that very ac- 


law of Moſes, that they think it ex- 


ſhalt thou take one wife fo another, 


| terpretation: many learned commen- 


have underſtood the words in this 


| Scripture, and reje& the idle com- 


of the Jews. I. v. c. 19. 


REFLECTIONS o 


count. Nay, ſo far are they from 
thinking Polygamy permitted by the 


preſly prohibited by it, in Lev. xvii. 
18. which they render, (as it is read 
in the margin of the bible) Neither 


to vex her, &c. 
No are they ſingtilar in this in- 
tators, and even fore Rabbins ||, 


ſenſe ; as did the Sadducees of old, 
and as do the Caraites (a learned ſect 
among the Jeaus) at preſent. And 
the deciſion of the Caraites is of more 
weight in this caſe; inaſmuch as they 
profeſs to ſtick to the letter of the 


ments and tradirions of the Rabbins, 


— 


— — — 


[| Seld. Ux. Hebr. I. i. c. 9. Baſnage's Hiſt o 
Nov 


POLYGAMY. 


Now it is agreed, that the text 
will bear this interpretation : and 1 


muſt beg leave to add, that, in my 
humble opinion, the idiom of the 
Hebrew tongue requireth it. 


TAE Jeus were all the deſcen- 


dants of one man, and evidently con- 
ſidered, throughout the Scriptutes, as 
one family: in conſequence of this, 


they conſidered themſelves as brethren: 
every man was a brother, and every 


Me en Ry a ”- WS 


— 


So alſo the Challee paraphraſt interpret- 
eth it, and aſſigneth it as the reaſon, why 


Ruth's kinſman refuſed to marry her, that he 


had a wife before; and therefore could not 
redeem Elimelech's inheritance. Le/# ney aa 
I mar mine own inheritance. The moiſt natura 
interpretation of which words ſeemeth to be, 
that having already children of his own, who 
were his heirs, his eftate might be exhauſted 
by the maintenance of another wife, and ano- 
ther offspring; and his inheritance become in 


time dcubrful. See Baſnage's Hiſtory of the 


Zews. I. v. c. 19. Sect. 4. Gerſon has oppoſed the 


tors, and obſerving, &c. 
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REFLECTIONS on 
woman a filter || The Jews, (faith 
* Grotius) were wont to call their 


wives, ff ters; on account of their 
common origin; as Chriſtians did 


theirs, on account of their common 


aith. And hence ic is, that accord- 
ing to the Hebrew idiom, as ſiſter 


ſtandeth for every woman of the ſame 


nation, ſo is it a known appellation 
for every other thing of the ſame 


kind; as one wing of the living crea- 


tures mentioned by Ezekiel, ch. i. v. 9. 
is % ter to the other wing; and one 


curtain of the tabernacle 18 ſiſter to 


another curtain. So likewiſe, when 
we are told by St. Paul, that he had 
as much right to lead e a foſter, a 
Wife, as any other apoſtle ; Will any 
man imagine that he megneth his own 


ſiſter, ſtrictly ſpeaking 2 So likewiſe, 


when Solomon, 1n the ln, call 


|| Thoſe ſectaries among us, — affect ET 
Scripture phraſe, uſe the word in this ſenſe, to 


this day. 


* Sec his comment on 1 Cor. ix. 5. - 


eth 


_BOLY:GAM!YA 
1 eth his beloved (as he frequently doth) 
r my ſiſter, my ſpouſe ; are we to ima- 
„eine, that this Egyptian Spouſe was 
rally his ſiſter; or racher, that fſter 
7 


was the common name of endear- 


ment, uſed by the Jeaus, to every 
- woman amongſt them; and was, in 
e effect, but another name for awoman. 
And muſt we underſtand the word 


je J ſter in this prohibition of Moſes, in 
„ a different ſenſe, from what we un- 
o: eerſtand it, in the writeings of St. 
e Paul, and Solomon; and in a ſenſe 
o bo remote from the Hebrew idiom? 
” Surely, no candid man will ſay we 
| BB muſt. And therefore, whether theſe 
a | js who do ſo, do not interpret it 
y in a manner, more accommodate to 


n cheir own corruptions, than to the 
e, intentions of Moſes, let any impartial 


1- I reader judge ||. 
LS: — *- 


— 
6— — 


— — — 
— 


is I 3993 3 = 

|| The chief reaſon why interpreters explain 
this of two ſiſters is, becauſe Miſes is, in this 
| = chap- 


REFLECTIONS on 


Bux, belides the idiom of the 
tongue, the reaſon of the prohibition, 
doth, in my opinion, require this 
ſenſe, rather than the other. Neither 
ſhalt thou take a wife to her ſiſter, to 
der Her; ſaith Moſes : Is not then 
the reaſon of not taking rhe ſecond 
wife, chat the firſt be not vexed and 
F diſquieted ? And is a woman only 


lt. 


——_—_— 


chapter, ſpeaking of that unlawſul commerce 
of the ſexes, which 1s prohibited on account 
of affinity, or proximity of blood. In anſwer 
to this; it is owned, that the 17 precedent 
verſes treat of thoſe prohibitions ;. but all the 
ſubſequent treat of other prohibited defile- 
ments; ſuch as adultery, ſodomy, c. and 
therefore, this objection is (with great ſub- 
miſſion to the learned patrons of it) of no 
weight. | | 

+ And this ſupplieth us with another argu- 
ment again Polygamy and Concubinage ; the 
jealouſy and diſtraction theſe practices raiſe in 
the breaſts of wives and concubines; and tne 
infinite murders, and miſchiefs of various kinds, 
conſequent to them. 'This 1s particularly ob- 
bed of the Chineſe concubines, that jealouly | 
frequently drives them into deſpair, and deaths 
of = f ſorts. Sce Navarette's Account of 


China; Churchill's Collect. ch. vii. p. 66. 


to 


POLYGAMY. 
to be diſquieted, in this caſe, when 


her husband marrieth her own ſiſter ? 


Will no woman kindle the paſſions 
of envy and jealouſy in her breaſt, 
beſides her own ſiſter? 


Bur, ſay the adverſaries, the jea- 
louſy of fiſters is moſt furious. I 
cannot ſay it is not, where it is juſt ; 


but this I am ſure of, that reaſon and 


nature ſay, it ſhould not, in this caſe. 


I ſhould think, a ſiſter might better 


bear to have her husband's affection 


divided with her neareſt and deareſt 


relation, ( where law and cuſtom al- 


lowed it to be fo) than with a ſtran- 
ger! But however it may be with his 
affection, it were ſurely much more 
tolerable, to have his fortune ſo di- 
ſtributed; than that ſtrangers ſhould 


ſhare the inheritance: and therefore, 


tieth it down ſtrongly to this ſenſe, 
in which J have now explained it; 


eſpecially, if we conſider, that the 


Vex- 
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think, the reaſon of this prohibition 


P os ro MEER POR 1 raes 


— — 


— _ 


na — * — bod * r ee — Ro RT mY — 
_- ——— -. . — — _ * 
— a 1 — — 
—ͤ * 8 — * 
— im - . —— — — — —— * —ͤ— — ia 
bs \ n Ws 3; 7 _ K 7 * — — — — - — he, . p 
* 2 e — = : 1 8 As 


— 


o — . — — — * * - * 
og — — — —_ — — 2 - — — * —— + hy 
E ˙ IIS So = - 3 
0 2 1 
— mn 2 . 
- mg 
4 . A « 7 A * G 
D 5 8 5 


— —— —ͤ— 
—— — — 
— — — — 
— Wc © K WY * 
r — 

* 292 '-- 

1 Gs, a * N 
FEE 4: > br 1 n 

3 bs wo My . 4 


78 


to prohibit the raking of a ſecond ſiſ- 


firſt; and conſequently, all poſlible 


REFLECTIONS on, &c. 
vexation which Moſes would here 
prevent, is abſolute, and ndt relative. 


BU r, at worſt, this text Lev. 
xvili. 18. is allowed by all mankind 


ter to wife, during the life of the 
abuſe, or corrupt imitation, of Ja- 


col's example, in this point, is ex- 


preſly prohibited by it. 


RE- 


REFLECTIONS | 
UPON 


POLYGAMY. 


4 
2 


5 Diss ERTATION V. 


The Caſe of DAVID confpder d. | | | 


HE reader will, I hope, 
by this time, think the 8 
patriarchs, or, at leaſt, the 
writeings of Moſes, ſuffi- 

ciently vindicared, from the calumny 
| thrown upon them, by the learned 
| ” Jetter- 
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2 REFLECTIONS on 

letter · writer; and others of his way 
of thinking. And as for the prophet 
David, (the only prophet mentioned 


by the learned letter-writer) I ſhall 


not ſo much as attempt to vindicate 
him upon this head. It is not to be 


denied, that he was very criminally, 


and notoriouſly incontinent. But are 
God and his laws accountable for 
this? It ſeemeth they are, in the eſti- 
mation of this gentleman; inaſmuch 


as he was admoniſhed by no prophet, 


nor cenſured by any ſacred writer, up- 


on this account. | 


Bor, ſuppoſe there were ſtanding 
laws of God ſufficiently known, pro- 
mulged, and received, ſubſiſting and 
expreſly prohibiting, theſe very crimes, 
at the time of their committal? Was 


God, notwithſtanding this, obliged 


to ſend a prophet expreſſy, ro admo- 


niſh for every tranſgreſſion of them? 


This gentleman will not, T am per- 
ſuaded, upon calmer deliberation, 


L 3 inſi ſt 


_POLYGAMY. 
inſiſt upon this doctrine; inaſmuch 
as it is ſuch a doctrine, as would, in 
ics conſequences, lead directly to 
Atheiſm, rap} 53 ON 


IT is true, God hath ſometimes 
admoniſhed his ſervants in this man- 
ner; but certainly, his doing ſo was 
more. matter of mercy, than ſtrict ob- 
ligation. And as for any reproof, due 
to theſe practices, from the ſacred 
writers; I know no reproof more ſe- 
vere upon guilt, than publiſhing it to 
the whole world, in a full and true 
light; and with all its aggravations, 
and attending evils; and whether the 
ſacred writers have not done this, I 
appeal to their enemies. 


TRE only queſtion that will bear 
to be debated upon this head, is, 
Whether David's crimes were ſuffi- 
ciently prohibited by the laws of 
Cod, then in being? His adultery 
and murder are out of the queſtion; 

G inaſmuch 
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RFFLECTIONS on 
inaſmuch as the ten commandment; 


will, | preſume, be allowed to have 


been then in being. Proceed we then 
to the conſideration of the other cha- 


ges, that lie againſt him. 


AND firſt, he is charged with add. 


ing Saul's wives to his own. Now 


the plain queſtion upon this point is, 


Whether the law of God allowed this 


Bengt? 55. 3% 


IN the firſt place then; it is agreed 


by all writers, Jeaviſb and Chriſtian, 


and reaſon plainly voucherh with 
them, that a mother-1n-law is within 


the prohibited degrees of marriage 


nay, the Jeaus go ſo far, as to affirm 
this to be an eternal and inviolable 
law of nature; and ſuch as was eſta- 


bliſhed and promulged from the cre- 


* * ſe * * — 


a. 
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I See Selden Ux. Heb. I. i. c. 3. and de jun 
nat. & gent. I. i. c. 3. Grot. de jure belli & pat. 
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ation. All Sauls wives were ſuch 
to David, in a larger ſenſe; therefore 


all plainly prohibited; and Michal 's 


mother (who, I am ſatisfied, was his 


only wife; 1 Sam. xiv. 50.) doubly 
ſo. A daughter-in-law is confeſſedly 


within the prohibited degrees; and 


therefore, by parity of reaſon, a mo- 


ther- in- law; and therefore, we al- 
ways find a ſtepmother, and a mo- 


ther- in- law, among the principal pro- 
hibitions ſet forth by the 7e. Mi- 
chals affinity to any wife of her fa- 


ther's is undoubted, (any wife of his 


was in law her mother) and her mar- 


riage to David made his affinity the 
ſame with her's. David was a pro- 
phet, and as well skilled in the law 
of God, as any man in Judea; and 
could there then be a neceſſity of ad- 
moniſhing him, by the mouth of a 
prophet, for every violation of that 
law? Suppoſing him to have violated 


r, which I am ſatisfied he did not, 


for reaſons which ſhall ſoon be ſeen. 
83 2 | BUT, 
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Bur, however this may be, Da- 

vid is charged with a plurality of 
wives; and the charge is admitted: 

the plain queſtion upon this head, is, 
Whether he be juſtified, or condemn- 

ed, in this practice, by the law of 
God ? 2115 


Now, beſides what hath been al- 
ready offered upon this point, David 
muſt be allowed ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the duty of a king, preſcribed 
by Moſes : nor could he be ignorant, 

Deu s nat a principal part of that duty was 
Deut. 17. - 2 . 

1:7. not to multiply wives to himſelf. He 

did multiply wives to himſelf, in ma- 

nifeſt violation of this law; and con- 

ſequently, he was criminal, in ſo 


doing. 


Jam indeed humbly of opinion, 
that his guilt, in this point, may ad- 
mit of great alleviation from che cor- 
rupt gloſſes, which might have been 

1 put 


OLT 
put upon this prohibition , at that 
time; as they have been ſince, vzz. 


that a king of Iſrael may have ſeveral 


wives at once, tho' not many. And 
moſt Chriſtian writers, as well as the 
Jeaus, have interpreted the text in 
that ſenſe; but, with great ſubmiſſion, 
for very bad reaſons. 


THyty reaſon thus — A king of | 


Iſrael is forbidden to multiply hor- 
ſes, and ſilver, and gold to himſelf ; 


as well as wives: and therefore, they 


think, that if he may have more 
horſes than one, or ſeveral ſums of 


money, for ſeveral occaſions, not- 
withſtanding this prohibition ; there- 
fore, by parity of reaſon, he may 
have more than one wie. 


Bor (with great ſubmiſſion ) this 


by no means. followeth : he might 


—— — 


The Rabbins ſay, that a king of Iſrael 
mighr ( for very ſenſeleſs reaſons which they 
urge) have 18 wives; but no more. 
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have neceſſary occaſion for more 


horſes, or more ſums of money, than 
one; but had he neceſſary occalion ion 


for more wives ? 


WIHOEVER ad to cheſe pro- 


hibitions, with the particular reaſon 


of each, "and the general reaſon of 


them all, will plainly ſee, that the 
deſign 1 them was, to guard the 
kings of Iſrael Fg thoſe corrup- 
tions, by which their neighbouring 


| kings were erected into magnificent 
and luxurious tyrants. 


HE was not to multiply horſes to 


| himſelf, leſt he nid bring the en- 


elites again into a cloſer commerce 
with the Fgyptians ; (with whom the 
beſt horſes were bred) and in conſe- 
quence of that, into a liking and imi- 
tation of his cuſtoms, manners, 


and martial inſtitutions ; 1 chief 


confidence in war was in their caval- 


ry. W hereas the children of Iſrael 


were 


— 
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were to have no confidence in any 


thing, either for conqueſt, or defence, 


bur God alone. This David very 


well knew, and plainly alludeth to, 
in that paſſage of the 2oth Pſalm, ver. 

Some put their truſt in cha- 
- and ſome in horſes ; but awe 


will remember the name of the Lord 
our God. 


HE was: not to multiply wives, 


that His heart turn not away, i. e. leſt 
his attachment to them, and care to 
pleale them, ſhould divert and alie- 
nate his thoughts, either from the 
duty of his ſtation, or from his duty 
to his God. And [| appeal to any 
man of ſenſe, Whether the envy and 
jalouly of two contending wives, 
might not be effectual enough, to 
dis purpoſe? Might not ſupply any 
man living with matter of diſquiet 

and 
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and diſtraction, abundantly ſufficient, 
to turn away his thoughts from every 

| other buſineſs of importance? And 
whether any greater number be any 
way neceſſary to this end? And! 
am ſatisfied, the Rabbins might have 
allowed their king 18 millions of 
wives, as conſiſtently with his duty 
to God, and his people, as eighteen. 


BESIDES, in my humble opinion, 
the difference of the expreſſions, here 
made uſe ef, ſheweth theſe prohibi- 
tions to be of a very different nature. 

Deu 17. Neither fall he multiply wives to 
Dimſelf, that his heart turn not away: 
neither ſhall he greatly multiply to 


— 
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himſelf flver, and gold. The mean- 
ing of the latter prohibition, doubt- 
eb, was that, tho he might lay up 
ſufficient treaſure for the ex1gencies of 


his government, or for public occa- 


fions of any kind, yet was he not to 
lay up great ſums for Himſelf; he 
was not to amaſs immenſe ſums, for 
the gratification of his private avarice. 
Was not this then, in effect, a prohi- 
bition of avarice, or hoarding uſeleſs 
wealth? And 1s it poſſible, that leſs 
could be meant by the precedent pro- 


hibit ion, (which is abſolute and unli- 


mited) than the providing of uſeleſs 
women? The plain, natural, mean- 
ing of the precepts ſeemeth to me, to 
be this; that wealth was not greatly 
to be multiplied, for pri vate uſe; nor 
wives, at all: it being juſt as irratio- 
nal to multiply wives, to any degree, 
as money to excels. 


Tu reaſon, why a king of Iſrael 
was not greatly to multiply filver and 
N | gold 


1 0 — 


-» 7 
1, "0g ——-„—- 
Iv- & — r a 
JETTY TI adn, 


ee rn * * > * * 


OI Oo — 
oo ous 
. 


rr 


n 
ES 


— 
— —2— 
1 


_ 


5 — ER tene > ALT vx as 
— — 5 er 
5 — 
— 2 ie... OO a 
das R — 4 — 
: — — 
* - Rat OB I) 


4 — —— — — 


90 


REFLECTIONS on 
gold to himſelf, (i. e. to his private 


uſe) tho' not expreſſed, is ſufficiently 


plain; becauſe this was not, ordina- 


rily, to be done, without oppreſſing 


and impoveriſhing his people; and 
introducing, in conſequence of that, 


luxury, and all the evil arts of tyran- 


ny : to prevent which, beſide the 


reſtraints already laid down, he was 


to haye the law of God continually 
before his eyes; that His heart might 


not be lifted up above his brethren. 


TH1s plainly appeareth, from the 
concluding reaſon of theſe precepts, 


aſſigned by Moſes in theſe words; 


that his heart be not hiſted up above 


his brethren ; and that he turn not 
aide from the commandment, to the 
right hand, or to the left. i. e. that 
he raiſe not up himſelf into a proud 


_ tyrant, to oppreſs his people; or 


think himſelf more exempred from a 
ſtrict obſervance of the law of God, 


than the meaneſt man amongſt them ; 
- that 


POLY GAM V. 
that is, in one word, that he may not 
become like any of his neighbour 
tyrants. 


Now what were the ends, for 
which the eaſtern monarchs amaſſed 
reaſure, and multiplied horſes, and 
wives? Was it not evicently for the 
ends of pride, luxury, and tyranny ? 
To the oppreſſion of their neighbours, 
and the oppreſſion, and impoveriſh- 
ment of their own people ? And did 


Iſrac] ſhould be kings of this charac- 
ter? Or did he intend, by theſe re- 
ſtraints, to guard them from corrup- 
tion, in all theſe inſtances 2 Moſt 
certainly he did: and if he did, Is 
not the plain meaning, and intention, 
of the prohibitions above-mentioned, 
that he ſhould not multiply more 
money, more horſes, or more wives, 
than he had juſt occaſion for? And 
hath any man juſt occaſion for more 
ves than one? Are not the ends 


God ever intend, that the kings of 


1 
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of nature, and ſociety, ſufficiently "i 


ſwered by one? And can a multi. 
plicity of wives anſwer any end, to 
a monarch, more than to a private 
man ; except the ends of pride 
ſtate, and luxury? Are not theſe the 
ends, for which they have ever been 
multiplied ? The very evils, Moſes 


evidently intended ro guard againſt 


by theſe prohibitions. 


I ſhall deduce but one plain and 
obvious conſequence from this reaſon- 
ing. If a king of Iſrael was prohi- 
bited to multiply wives to himſel 
it is not eaſy to believe that any 


other man of that nation was per 


mitted to do ſo. 


THAT David knew the reaſons, 
why horſes were not to be multiplied, 
ſufficiently appeareth from the Scrip- 
tures ; and is fully, and clearly, made 


out by Dr. Sherlock, in his judicious 


diſſertation on our Saviour's entry in- 
Mw. | A 
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co Jeruſalem: and accordingly, he 


abſtained from multiplying them. 


Nay, he abſtained ſo religiouſly in 
this point, that it doth not appear, 
that ever he kept, at leaſt made uſe 
of, ſo much as one horſe, for any 


purpoſe. whatſoever. We never hear 


of one horſe, or one charior, in all 
his wars; nor of one horſe- officer, 
or keeper of horſes, among all his 
ſervants : tho' the keepers of his aſſes, 
his camels, his herds, and his flocks, 


ti NC . | I 
are particularly mentioned. But 29, gc. 


when his ſon Solomon ſucceeded him, 
we immediately hear of his chariots, 


his horſes, their number, and the ci- 


ties where they were kept. And yet 
it is plain, David could have had 


them, as well as Solomon; for he had 


money enough (more perhaps than 


all the preſent princes of the earth, 


put together). Nay, he could ha ve 


had them without any . r. for 
he took vaſt numbers of them in 


war; but, inſtead of maintaining, ne 


boughed 
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_ boughed them. It is true, he is, in 
one place, ſaid to have reſerved an 
1 hundred chariots ; and therefore it is 
concluded, the horſes of thoſe chariots 
were reſerved too; poſſibly for ſtate, 
but more probably, for trophies and 
monuments of victory: and in all 
probability, he was puniſhed for fo 
doing: for we find, that both his 
> Sam. ſons, Abſalom and Adonij ab, began 


xv. 1. their rebellious purpoſes with a parade 


1 Kin. Ls | 


5. of horſes, and chariots. 


Warn Abſalom flew Amnon, the 
reſt of the king's ſons gat every man 


2 Sam. ad 2 3 : 
* Bis mule, and fed. 


WI E N Toab ſent couriers with 
the news of ' Abſalom's defeat, they 
28Sam. xv. i 1 

14% 22. ran on foot; it ſeemeth from hence 
pretty evident, that David kept no 
horſes, for any uſe whatſoever. 


FROM this conduct of David, in 


relation to horſes, it is reaſonable to 
believe, 


POL YGANTY. 
| believe, (the character of that mo- 
narch conſidered) that had the reaſons 
of the precept, which prohibited wives 
to be multiplied, been then as appa- 
BB rent to him, as che reaſon of that, 
which prohibited horſes ; he never 
| MW would have ſuffered his incontinence 


[4 > CI — — 


d e e eee 
5 There 15 no room to doubt, but that 
g the ſame texts, which have ſince influ- 
e enced Chriſtians, to believe Polyga- 


my then lawful, had at leaſt equal 
influence, upon a people blinded, and 
e willed, by the frequency of the prac- 


And indeed, I think it demonſtrable, that 
th this practice was not then known to be a tranſ- 
greſſion of the law of God, above- mentioned; 


7. Deut. xvii. 17. inaſmuch as the ſacred hiſto- 
rian acquits David of all habitual, deliberate, 
violation of the known law of God; ſave only, 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 1 Kin. xv. 
5. For this is the known meaning of that 


he did not deliberate ly ſwerve from any of 
D TY CER 
Nc - mort 


declaration concerning him, that he turned not 
a/idc from any thing that he commanded him, i. e. 
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reprove David for this enormity ; 


* 


REFELECTIONS on 
Bor ſtill, no prophet was ſent to 
as there was, in the matter of Uriah. 


To this I anſwer, (beſides what 


| hath already been. urged upon this 


2 Sam. 
Xii. 


head) that the guilt of manifeſt mur- 
der, and adultery, was doubtleſs more 
flagrant, than that of Polygamy could 


be, at any time; (but eſpecially in an 


age, when that corrupt practice, in 


all probability, prevailed ; and was 


certainly not deemed criminal) ; and 
conſequently, demanded a ſeverer 
reproof. 


Bur afterall; Is there no reproot, 
upon this head, in Nathan's parable ? 


Tux rich man's flocks, and herds, 
in this parable, are undoubtedly em- 
blems of David's many wives; as 


the poor man's ewe-lamb was the 


emblem of Uriah's ſingle wife: and 
Sy when 
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when the prophet faith, that this rich 
man had exceeding many flocks and 
herds, Can he poſſibly mean any 


| thing leſs, than that David had mul- 


tiplied wives * And did David not 


97 


know, that his multiplying wives 


was a violation of the law of God? 


What can be plainer 2 


AN DI think it is pretty remark- 
able, that David never took any 
other woman to wife, after this re- 


proof; unleſs Abiſbag the Shunam- 


mite, might be called one : who was 
not choſen for any end of luxury, nor 
ever made uſe of, in the character of: 
a wife. 3 


PROBABLY indeed, his number 
of wives, even before this reproof, 


was very inferiour to thoſe of the Afe- 
atic monarchs, his neighbours ; nei- 


ther did it come up to that, which 


H of 


4 
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the Rabbins now think allowed him. 
And can we believe, that the doctors 
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of the law chought 1n a more refined 
manner then? When their own ſen- 
fualiry was concerned, in ſeducing 
their monarch 2? 


BuT Rill, + we are told, that the 
prophet declareth, that God had given 
him his maſter s wives, into his boſom; 
which plainly implieth God's conſent, 
that they ſhould be his wives. 


H ow! Can this imply God's con: 
ſent, that David ſhould commit in- 
ceſt? No ſurely ; and therefore, 
men have, in my humble opinion, 
inferred too much, and too raſhly, 
from a mere form of ſpeech; which 
giveth no juſt, or ſolid grounds, for 


| ſuch an inference. 


W E are told by Solomon, Prov 
xxi. 14. that a reward in the boſom, 
5 Wrath. Doth it neceſſarily 
follow from hence, that a reward 
muſt be put, literally, into the Jr 

om, 
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POE 
ſom, before it can have this effect? 
[Or is the mere giving of it, ſufficient? 


IT is a common way of ſpeaking 
now in uſe with us, when one man 
n {Math inriched another, to fay of him, 
tat he hath pur five, or ten, or 
t, venty thouſand pounds (more or leſs) 
nto ſuch a one's pocket; Is it neceſ- = 
arily implied in this phraſeology, i 
that he, literally, put thoſe ſums of | 
money into his pocket? Or is it ſuf- 
cient to make good the aſſertion, 
that he put them into his power, 
and made him maſter of them 1? 


Ix like manner, doth the expreſſion, 
if Haul wives being given into Da- 
ids boſom, imply, that they were 
ually given, or taken, into his 


— * bY 
; 


Take this expreſſion in its ſtrongeſt and 
oft tri&t ſenſe, as where Sara; tells Abram 
a ſhe had given her maid into his boſom, 
Cen. xvi. 5.) what more can be meant by it, 
an that ſhe gave her into his power? 


A 3 arms? 
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arms? No certainly: What then can 
ic mean? Why (ſuppoſeing the ori- 
ginal word here to ſignify qvives) 
plainly this; that God had made 
him king of J/ſrael; with all the 
maiks and enſigns of royalty, by 
which any king could be diſtinguiſh-i 
ed; and one of theſe was, the ſole 
power over the precedent king' 
wives T. But tho David had thi 
power, doth it follow, That he had 

a right to uſe it inceſtuouſſy? God 
forbid. I no more believe, that he 
had a right to uſe Saul's wives in 
this manner, or that he thought ſo; 
becauſe God gave them to him, 5. e. 
put them into his power; than, that 
he had a right to bring a curſe upo! 
the houſe of /ſrael, and Judab, by 
numbering the people; becauſe God 


* Pry 


+ 'This is well known to have been, fro 
the earlieſt antiquity, and to continue to th 
day, one of the diſtinguiſhing marks of royalij 
all over the Eaſt, NPY 


__— ond un. Mc = W EI. 


ald 


ml 


POLYGAMY. 
alſo gave them to him. Or that 


Aſolom would have had a right to 


murder all the wives of David, (as 


in all probability he would have 


done ||) if they had fallen into his 


power ( after the overthrow of his 
father); becauſe, in that caſe, it might 
have very properly been ſaid, that 
God had given them into his hands. 


Bur after all ; thoſe who are of 


opinion, that David took Saul's 


wives to be his own, have not only 
had very little attention to the cha- 


Ik they had fallen into his hands, there is 
great reaſon to believe, he intended to murder 
them all. At leaft, fo Foab (Who was in all 
David's ſecrets, as David was let into all A- 
ſalom's, by means of his friend Huſbai) ſuffi- 
ciently gives us to underſtand, from theſe 
words in 2 Sam. xix. 5. And Foab came into 


the houſe to the king, and ſaid, Thou haſt ſhamed 


this day the faces of all thy ſervants, which this 
day have ſaved thy life, and the lives of thy ſons, 
and of thy daughters; and the lives of thy wives, 
aud the lives of thy concubines — Now, if this 
had happened, Could Ab/aJom properly plead 
God's approbation of this murder? 
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er of David, but likewiſe have 


had very little attention to the hiſtory 
either of Saul, or of David, or the 
condition of choſe times, 


FIRST then; as to the hiſtories of 
Saul and David, tho' they be more 
minutely, and particularly, tranſmitted 
to us, than thoſe of all the other 
kings of Judah, and Iſrael, put to- 
oether ; yet, is there not the leaſt 
trace, cities of Sautl's having had 
more wives, or concubines, than one 
of each ; or of David's having taken 
any Potts of Saul wives, or concu— 
bines, to himſelf; or of tis having 
had any kind of commerce, with 
any one of them: which, folk the 
candour, and impartiality, of their 
iflorians, groundeth a very fair, and 
_ preſumprion, that he had none. 


I x the next place ; the condition 
of thoſe times naturally leadeth us to 
the ſame concluſion, 


WnEx 
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\ Warx Saul died, I/bboſbeth kat 
ſon ſucceeded him; and was, for ſe- 
ven years, king of eleven tribes ; 


whilſt David was received only by 


| the twelfth. And can it be made a 


rational doubt, Whether Saul's whole 
family was then in JI/bboſbeth's 


power? 


THAT they were then in his pow- 
er, is, I think, ſufficiently evident, 


not only from the ſituation of affairs 
at that time, but alſo, from the ac- 


count we have of Riſpah, Saul's con- 
cubine. The quarrel, between him 


and Abner, aroſe on account of ſome 


commerce Abner was ſuppoſed to 
have with her. Is 1t not plain from 
hence, that the wives and concubines 
of Saul (if he had more than one of 
each) were then in the poſſeſſion of 
Iſhboſheth © Any commerce of his 


with them was inceſt, beyond all 


controverſy ; and there is nothing in 
i 
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to believe him any more ſcrupulous 


_ eſpecially, when he might think it 


ſon went in toF; (as he certainly did] 


his father's concubine ; nor his own. 


| REFLECTIONS on 
his character; that ſhould induce us 


upon that head, than Abſalom was ; 


his intereſt, and a means of ſecuring 
the kingdom to him ||. And if Da- 
vid ſhut up, and never more came 
near, thoſe concubines, which his 


it is in no wile probable , that he 
would have any commerce with 
thaſe wives, who had before belong- 
ed to Saul; and were afterwards in 
the hands of T/bbofheth X. Certainly 


the 


5 
* 


However, it is but juſt, to obſerve that, 
in his diſpute with Abner, he calleth Riſpal, 


F Ir is not improbable, that this judgment 
from God, cooperating with the prophet's re- 
proof, contributed to bring David into a tho 
rough ſenſe of his guilt, in the point of Poly- 
gamy. _ . 1 

We naturally take the character of a {i 
mily from the father of it; if there be nothing 
to determine us to the contrary. Now, ast 


Jaul's religion, beſides his monſtrous mafſfaci 
| | = 


POLY GAMY. 
the pollution, nay, the ſuſpicion of 
the pollution, of inceſt upon himſelf, 


and upon. thoſe women, by ſuch a 


commerce, muſt be more ſhocking 
to ſuch a ſpirit as his, than the invo- 
luntary pollution contracted by his 
own women; in which he had no 


ſhare, and poſſibly, they no guilt. 


Eſpecially, when he could propoſe no 


advantage to himſelf by ſuch a com- 


merce; the kingdom being now his 
own, without a rival: and when 


in all probability, he could be under 


no temptation to this guilt, from the 
youth, or beauty, of any of the per- 
ſons, ſuppoſed to be concerned in 
it. 1 


m— 


* ; * 


— 


of Abimelech, his affociates, and whole city in 
the ſecurity of their innocence ;_ (in which rhe 


Gibconites, in all probability, had their ſhare ) 


we may form a rational conjecture concerning 


it, from what David faith to the elders of 1/- 
rael ; 1 Chron. xiii. where adviſing them to 
bring again the ark, he addeth, for we inquired 
act at it in the days of Saul. | 


How 


6 
13 
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How long they had been Say] 
wives ( ſuppoſing he had any ſuch) is 
uncertain ; but, if we may judge by 
the unſettled condition of his later 


years, probably a conſiderable time: 


but however that may be, the di- 
ſtance of more than ſeven conſuming 
years, betwixt Saulis death and Da- 
vids ſucceſſion to Iſhboſheth, will, I 


believe, be found ſufficient to exhauſt ; | 


the bloom of a ſhort-lived, 4fcatic, 


beauty. This is certain; that a leſs 
ſpace hath been found ſufficient to 
exhauſt it, in thoſe regions, where it 
is ſuppoſed more permanent. 


BESIDES all this, Riſpaß was one 
of theſe wives; ſhe was undoubtedly 
put into David's power, as well as 
the reſt; but is there the leaſt colour, 
or 'pretence of reaſon for believing, 
that ever {he was literally in his bo- 
ſom 2 wy 


THE 


43 


5 


pOLVY GAM V. 


this point; but, I hope, they will 
allow me to believe David incapable 
of ſo groſs, ſo fruitleſs, ſo untempting 


a guilt: even if he had had any op- 


portunity of incurring it, as I verily 
believe he had not. 


To all this may be added that the 


word which in this text is tranſlated 


wives, doth in its primary import 
ſignify only women; and that the 


generality of the Rabbins underſtand 
it in this place to ſignify only the la- 
dies of Saul's court ||, and are alſo of 
opinion, that 1t was unlawful, even 


for a king of Iſrael, to marry the 


widow of a king. And indeed, as 
far as I can learn, it was a practice 


even in this ſenſe almoſt unknown to 


— 


See Seld. Lx. Helr. I. i. c, 10. 
„ the 


TAE learned letter - writer, and 
others, may think as they pleaſe upon 


107 
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the heathen, that a man ſhould have 
his father's wife T. 


Bur if we underſtand the expreſ- 
ſion ſo as to comprehend all the wo- 
men over whom Saul had any power, 


the prophet's reaſoning, and David's 


uilt will both be ſeen in their ſtrong- I 
eſt light: and that it muſt be ſo un- 


derſtood, I think, is evident from the 


text, I gave thee thy maſter's houſe, 
and thy maſter's wives, &c. 4. e. | 
put Saul's whole family into your 
power. How criminal muſt David 
be in his attempt upon Ur:ah's wife, 
when he had ſo many other women 
in his power to chuſe out of | whereas 


had his choice been confined to anti- 


—— 


+ Unleſs in ſuch inſtances as that of Nero or 
Caracalla. It is true, Procopius tells us in his 
fourth book of the Vandal wars, that this Was 
cuſtomary among the Varni; and Cæſar charg- 
eth the antient Britons with yet greater abomi- 
nations ( Bell. Gall. I. v. c. 14. Grev.) but men 
of learning have with good reaſon doubted, 
whether their informations were well grounded. 


quated 
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quated and polluted Riſpab, (the | 
only ſurviving wife of Saul that we 
hear of) I cannot conceive what 
foundation there could be for this part 
of the prophet's reproach. 


BESIDES ; if David had been con- 
ſcious to himſelf of ſuch guilt, was it 
poſſible for him, in a pſalm of thank(- 
giving to God upon his thorough 
ſtabliſhment in the kingdom, to cry 
out, nay, to appeal to God, as he 
doth in the xviiith pſalm, The Lord 
il rewarded me according to my righte- 
ouſneſs, &c. For ] have kept the ways, Sam 
of the Lord; as for his ſtatutes, I digi. 


3 not depart from them. I was alſo up- 
” | right before him, and have kept my- 
elf from mine iniquity. This is an 

appeal, which I am perſuaded, no 
F hypocrite, not even the moſt aban- 
: doned, ever yet made to God; how- 
ever he might gloſe, and falſify before 
a men. See pſalm cxix. 1 
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DISSERTATION VI. 


UT ſtill it is objected in 
favour of Polygamy, that 
thoſe countries where it is 
permitted, are more nu- 
merous in their inhabitants, than 
thoſe where it 1s prohibited : and 
they inſtance in Turkey, China, and 


REFLECTIONS on, &c. 


As to the firſt of theſe, it is well 


known ( fay they ) chat the Aſfoatic 


armies are much more numerous 


than the European; and it is allowed, 
that China and Japan are the beſt 
inhabited regions of the earth; and 


theſe advantages are aſcribed to the 


benefit of Polygamy. 


BU r, with great ſubmiſſion, no- 
thing can be more raſh and ill- 
grounded than theſe concluſions. 


THe Turk is tyrant over an im- 
menſe tract of earth, abſolute maſter 


of the lives and fortunes of his ſub- 


jects ||, and therefore he can at any 
time croud as many of them together 


1 2 


— 


All the lands of that empire are held upon 
the terms of military contributions. That is, 
under conditions of ſupplying the emperor 
with a certain number BE h 
| proportion to the extent and value of the eſtate. 


un- 


horſe and foot, in 


112 


under his, enſigns as he thinks fit, 
and hence his armies are much more 


pean powers, whoſe empires are much 


the number of the Grand Seigniors 
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numerous, than thoſe of the Euro- 


leſs extenſive, and whoſe dominion 
is leſs abſolute; but at the ſame time, 
it is well known that his Janizaries, 
his beſt ſoldiers, the ſupport and 
ſtrength of his empire, are the ſons 
of chriſtian parents, who are no way 
indebted to Polygamy for their in- 


creaſe. 
B Ur, ſuppoſe the caſe other wiſe, 


forces inferreth nothing in fa vour of 
Polygamy, for the reaſons now men- 


rioned. 


THE only queſtion is, Whether 
the inhabitants of thoſe countries, over 
which he is tyrant, are become more 
numerous ſince the admiſſion of Po- 
lygamy amongſt them? And it |: 
evident to demonſtration, that they 

Fo” are 


> #=<c a ae io cc rac. 
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are not. Notwithſtanding che vaſt 


ſupplies they have received (and do 
daily) from their depredations on the 
European borders ||, ſometimes to the 


- 2 — 2 
nn. ht 


_ Il I is well known, that the Crim-Tartars 


make a trade of ravageing the borders of Pe- 


land, and Muſcovy, and carrying the inhabirunts 
into flavery to Conſtantinople, &c. beſide rhe 
Turkiſh depredations in the Levant. Ses Chur- 


chill's Collection of Voyages, p. 530. 


Olearius relateth, that the (ircaſſian Tartars 
trade with one another in horſes, lads, and 
maids, Which they ſteal from the frontiers of 
Muſcouy, p. 165. 
And Buſbeqitiuts, p. 103. that at the gates of 
Conſtantinople he met with whole waggon- loads 
of boys and girls brought from Hungary to 
Conſtantinople to be ſold, and that no merchan- 
dize is more frequent among them than that; 
beſides the ſale of ſlaves taken in war, which 
is a gainful trade, p. 158, 159. 

The Perſians have their Georgians to ſupply 
their armies, as the Turks their Fanizartes. 
Fryar, p. 259. | 

The north coaſt of the Black ſea, from the 
lake Meæotis ro Mingrelia, is full of woods in- 


habired by a fort of mountaineers, called 


Chercks, who are not ſubject to the Turks, but 
trade with all ſhips as they paſs by for flaves 


male and female, with which they furniſh the 


Turk ; (Univ. Travel. p. 814.) by which the 
country is diſpeopled. 159. p. 815. 
amount 


. 
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amount of half a million of ſouls at 


once. Nay, whoever compareth the 


preſent ſtate of thoſe countries with 
the antient, in the times of the Greeks, 


and Romans, will find abundant rea- 


ſon to conclude, that notwithſtanding 


their imaginary increaſe from Polyga- 
my, they do not now contain one 


half, nay, not one tenth of their an- 
tient either heathen or chriſtian inha- 
bitants. Their great and flouriſhing 
Cities are either in utter ruine, or in 
comparative deſolation || ; and no 
new ones worth nameing are riſen 


up in their ſtead. The place of ma- 


ny of them is not ſo much as to be 
found ; and many others are only 


known by ſome remain of antient 
magnificence, or ſome monument ot 


— 


I am ſenſible that Grand Cairo is an excep- 
tion to this obſervation, and poſſibly ſo may 
Conftantineple in point of inhabitants: but theſe 


exceptions no way affect the truth of tlie gene- 


ral obſervation. 


more 


POLYGAMY. 
more diſtinguiſhed ruine; the preſent 


rude race that poſſeſs chem, ſtrangers 
to culture, and enemies to art and 


elegance, hiking ſpread miſery and de- 


ſolation where-ever they came. 


WiTH what heavy hearts do all 


travellers of taſte, or common huma- 
nit y, traverſe theſe ſad ruines of an- 


tient grandeur | ſurveying their pre- 
ſent devaſtation with an equal mix- 


ture of pity and contempt ; and ag- 
gravateing it by compariſon” with 


their antient glory; in a word, who- 


ever will allow himſelf time had at- 
tention enough to ſurvey the ſeveral 


regions of this great empire, whether 
in their pagan or chriſtian ſtate, and 
compare that with their preſent depo- 
pulation, will have as much reaſon 
to believe that the preſent Athini 


tranſcendeth the antient Athens, or 


the moſque at Jeruſalem, Solomon's 
temple, as that Polygamy hath peo- 


* Afia. | 
F3 - p Nan 
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Nay, the contrary to this is ſo 
demonſtrably true, that whoever 
throughly conſidereth the ſtate of that 
empire, will have abundant reaſon to 

conclude, that if it were not for their 
conſtant ſupplies of chriſtian caprives ||, 
and that policy faral to Chriſtendom, 
of ſupporting their empire by chriſ- 

tian natives educated, and perverted 
to Mahometiſm, the Turks had long 
fince ceaſed to be a people ; nor 
doth it require great ſagacity to 
foreſee, that whenever that policy 
ceaſeth, (as it is ſaid to be in its ꝓ de- 
_ cline) 
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And therefore Sir Paul Ricaut very judi- 
ciouſly obſerveth, that the checking of that 
trade would be the moſt effectual way of 
weakening this empire. 

Þ The Fanizaries are now become a conſi- 

derable body in this empire, as the Prætorian 
bands were in the Roman; and the Turks are 
ſaid, by bribeing their offcers, to procure the 
admiſhon of many of their children into it, in- 
ſtead of thoſe of chriſtians, Whether any f 
| them 


POL YOCAMET. 
cline ) their empire will not long ſur- 
vive it. FIT 5 805 
Bor ſtill it is objected, that China 
and Japan are confeſſedly the beſt 


peopled regions of the earth, and in 


them Polygamy remarkably prevail- 
= On 


IN anſwer to this, I ſhall beg leave 
to conſider the ſtate of both theſe 
countries in a very particular manner 
with relation to chis point ; and 
doubt not to demonſtrate to the con- 
viction of the meaneſt capacity, that 
the number of inhabitants in each of 


theſe empires, 1s ſo far from being in- 


creaſed, that it is greatly check'd by 


Wie. 


* 


them are admitted, by the ſame means, into 
the ſeminaries of the Ichoglaus and Agiamoglans 
(which were originally ro conſiſt of chriſtians) 
[ cannior ſay. „ 


5 : 5 5 1 


117 


4 = 


PPP 
2 


1 " 
7 047 I es» Warren: — 
: * — w e ny * RA oo \ 
” * ” a A 7 „ 1 N . day caged 
— Pages” © aus GOTO. att r * _ 4 —— * —— OL * 3 n eee 
rr — — * * n ou ** ** 8 * 8 
* r — 1 * ? Cs _ CO ¾ 3 rs CO a = 
* * — — Sd . * 
— C — L 


—U— — 


"IG —— 
Ne — 
—— nnn « 8 ——— . N , -- 
— — e — — . 4 - 
— — — — 


* 
— — 
— ts Ds A — 
re rc 


. . — 1 
J * * — a 
hs 6 Ab 0 _ n * — 
— eee I ee eee E Le 
— — 
e 
er * ä 
" 
* 8 2 5 PT 2 0 
8 — — 
232 * — 
* 
1 


118 


| REFLECTIONS 0 
Polygamy : and that the excels of 


females have males in thoſe countries, 

(if in truth they do exceed) is owing 
to other cauſes than the proportion of 
their natural increaſe. 


1. 2 43 frſt place then, 1 believe | 


K it will be allowed, that the great na- 
tural increaſe of people in all countries, 


is from the 1ncreaſe of the populace. 
Now the common people in China, 


who are there, as in all other countries, 


the bulk of the people, and an ex- 
cecding majority, marry but one 
wife; and conſequently the increaſe 
of Chee people above all others is not 


due to Polygamy. If the increaſe of 


inhabitants in any country were due 
to Polygamy, the inhabitants would 
certainly be found to increaſe moſt in 
thoſe countries, (cæteris paribus) where 


that practice was found to be moſt 


prevalent with the greater part of the 


e as in 7; nrkey for example, 
| (where 


POLY GAMY. 
(where it remarkably prevaileth) 


whereas in fact it is otherwiſe: and 
the common people in China who 
marry but one wife, increaſe faſter 
than thoſe of the Turks, who marry 
many; and there is reaſon to believe, 


that this practice hath not long pre- 
vailed even among the people of bet- 
ter condition in China. The reaſon 


why the common people of China 
' marry but one wife, is expreſly men- 


tioned in ſome accounts of that coun- 
try, and eaſily collected from all the 
reſt ; they buy their wives there, (as 
they do almoſt all over the Eaſt) and 
are unable to purchaſe and maintain 
more than one; nor can it well be 


otherwiſe, except in thoſe parts of the 
world, where the original inhabitants 


„ 


But with this difference, that che bulk of 


common people in 7rrkey are chriſtians, who 


are found in fact to have more children by one 


wife, than the Turks by many. See Salmon's 
preſent State of the Turkith Empire, ch. vi. 
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arc Haves and poor, and their tyrants 
rich, as in Turky, or where the wives 
are reduced to ſuch an abject ſtate of 
ſlavery as to maintain both themſelves 
and their husbands by hard labour ; 
as in ſome parts of Afric. 


In the next place, the Chineſ have 
tor four thouſand years paſt enjoyed 
the advanrage of more peace and bet- 
ter civil inſtitutions than any region 
under heaven hath for ſuch a 
length of time; and if mankind are 
doubled 1n the ordinary ſtate of things 
in the compals of about 3oo years, 
we may caſily conceive why Ching 
(ſo advantaged far beyond the ordinary 
condition of other countries) ſhould 

be the beſt — region of the 
bath. 
IN 


=» See Navarette's Accounts of China. Chur- 
chill's Collect. of Trav. Vol. I. ch. v. 
In any place or country where the num- 


ber of people is to the annual increaſe 1n a aa 
ant 
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 I'n the next place, when China 
was conquered, as.it hath been twice 


by 


—— — 


Sr 


ſtant given ratio; and where they are neither 
diminiſhed by the emigration of the natives, 
nor augmented by the acceſſion of ſtrangers, 
the time in which the inhabitants will be 
doubled, may be determined in the following 
manner. | 

Let the number of people be to the annual 


increaſe as N to A, 1 N + A wil 
te 


be as the number of people aſter one year; 


and foraſmuch as M N.-A. = 5 — 
. 7-8 * — 


. „in 
N 


be as the number of people after two years, 
N 3 
and = as the number after three years, 


N | £7 
and ſo on. And if T be put to denote the 
years wherein the number will be doubled, 
17 


_ =2 Nand 


c. are in continued proportion, 


ve ſhall have this equation = +4 
1 IN Fn 


TS ln Log. NA — Log. N. 


Now from Dr. Hally's obſervations on the bills 


of mortality at Bre//aw, it appeareth, thar of 
29 perſons one dies annually ; and that the 
deaths are to the births as 1 to 1.055, conſe- 

x | quently 
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by the Tartars, tho' great numbers 
of the natives were ſlain, yet was 


— 


——— 


quently the number of people is to the annual 
increaſe, as 29 to 0.055, ſo that in this caſe 
 N+A=29055 and N=29000 ; and the diffe- 
rence of their logarithms, vie. 8229 dividing 
the logarithm of 2, v/z. 3010300 gives 366 tor 
the number of years in which the inhabitants 
of Brc//aw will be doubled. Again, from the 
beſt obſervations it appeareth, that throughout 
Hug land, of 40 perſons one dies annually ; and 
Mr. Derbam tells us, that the deaths are to 
the births as 1 to 1. 12. conſequently the num- 
ber of people in England is to the annual in- 
creaſe as 40 to o. 12, and therefore M- = 
4012, and N==4c00 and the difference of their 
logarithms, vg, 13009 dividing the logarith 
ot 2 as before; gives 231 for the number of 
years in which the people of England will be 
doubled; which is a little lefs than two thirds 
of the time requiſite at Bre//aw. The reaſon 
of this diſparity is, that in England they are 
leſs mortal than at Bre//aw in the proportion 
of 29 to 40; and more prolific in the propor- 
tion of 1120 G ð W 4 
And tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe the inhabitants 
of ſome countries more mortal and leſs prolific 
than thoſe at 22 and others leſs mortal 
and more prolific than thoſe of England, yet 
ſtill zoo years may be eſtimated at a medium 
as the time in which mankind under the cir- 
cumſtanc es firſt laid down, will be Gee 
ral 
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POLY GAM V. 
hat devaſtation more than made up 
by a vaſt influx of the conquerors 
-om. that inexhauſtible hive of Tar- 


ar Vo | 


THEIR armies were mighty, many, 
nd ſucceſſive; and as they gained 
round, they invited their friends to 
allow them; many of their wives 
ended them in the expedition ||; as 
chers followed in great numbers X, 
nſomuch that in the laſt conqueſt of 
ina, the imperial cities of "Pekin 
nd Nankin were wholly peopled 
new by Tartars; the natives being 
vrced out into other habitations ; 
nd if we conſider the incredible num- 


es, the vaſt numbers of Tartars ſent 
o guard the great wall, and to garri- 


* * * - * - — 


783. 
r 
I Ibid, p. 455. NS; | 
pn SS 1 ſon 


ers of men ſaid to dwell in theſe ci- 


| Palafox's Congueft of China by the Tartars. 


123 
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1_ ſon all the other towns and cities I. 

[ this mighty empire after the conque 1 
140 we ſhall have reaſon to believe, th; 
Will China gained an increaſe of inhahſif 
| rants by this revolution, 


(| | = TH1s point then is I hope ſuff 
11 ciently clear, that China doth 
owe the number of its people to Þ: 


lygamy. 


| [] Luxx us now conſider the ſuppoſe 
exceſs of females above males 1n th: 
empire, and fee whether that (ſur 
poſcing it fact) can be accounted i 
upon other principles than the pr. 


portion of their natural increaſe. 


' 287 1 
r 


IN the firſt place then, the numb: 
of males flain in the laſt conqueſt 
China greatly exceeded (as it ordinii 


rily happeneth) that of the females | 


T Palafox's Congueſt of China, p. 578. 
5 © Ul 
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ae of the Chineſe women to wife 


r three or four years aſter their 
queſt ; F before which time they 


d women enough from their own 


en were ſlain in this conqueſt, and 
e civil commotions precedeing it, it 
evident that great numbers of wo- 


en muſt be left at this time deſti- 


te of husbands. | 


0 yum celibacy 1n China, we 


e aſſured that there were three mil- 


eat to create a great excels of un- 


— 


T Palafox's Congueſt of China, p. 554. 
|| Ibid. p. 460. 


Id we are told that the Tartars took 


muntry. And as ſome millions of 


Ix the next place, whereas there 
e three ſects of Bonzi or Monks, 


ns of only one ſect of thoſe monks” 
China, at the time of the Tartar _ 


nqueſt ||; a number ſingly ſuffi- 


arried females ; and at the ſame 


time 
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time greatly to check the increaſe q 
that people; and this upon ſuppoſi; 
tion that this other two ſects made u 
no number worth mentioning, whi 
however we have no reaſon to be 
lieve ; ſince the firſt of theſe, whichi 
the levees ſect, hath temples dedi 
cated to Confucius ; in every town anc 
city, beſides thoſe to Ching - Hoay 
the tutelar genius of the empire, or 
dedicated to the Spirit of fire, th 
God of the waters, and many _ 
and all thoſe remples muſt hay 
pr ieſts t to attend them &. 


2 E are alſo told, thas ah ſeconc 

c hath very many temples chrough 

out all China ||, but with this abate 

ment, that lome. of their prieli 
marry. 


As to the third, wiz. the idol ſed 
of India, their monaſteries, pager: 


eo il 


© —— 


"8 Nause B. II. ch. ix. 
[| Ibid. 


an. 
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and prieſts are confeſſedly innume- 

(WM rable. Their temples, faith Nawa- 
rette ||, are innumerable, ſome haue 
five hundred, ſome eight hundred, 
ſome a thouſand Bonzes. And if we 
add to all theſe the number of her- 
mits diſperſed throughout the whole 
empire, we ſhall have reaſon 'to be- 
lieve that the whole of the recluſes 
and monaſtics of China will amount 
to at leaſt twice three millions; 
which I am ſatisfied is much more 
than the ſurplus number of wives in- 
dulged by the permiſſion of a plura- 
lity throughout that empire. 


THe laſt check (that I ſhall men- 
tion) upon the increaſe of people in 
China, and ſuch as at the ſame time 
leaveth a great number of females of 
neceſſity unmated, is the great num- 
ber of eunuchs made and maintained 


et 


|] Navarette, B. II. ch. ix. 


through- 


REFLECTIONS on 
throughout that empire, to be 2 
guard upon their ſeraglio's. An em- 
pire where the nobility and men of 
wealth are more numerous than in 
any other under heaven. We are in- 
formed from Nawvarette, that when 
Xun. Chi, the laſt Tartar conqueror 
died, ( which was about eighty years 
ago) there were ſix thouſand eunuchs 
rurned out of the palace at once: and | 
we are informed by Purchas, of fix- 
teen thouſand in the palace at once; 
and of three thouſand choſen into it 
at one time out of twenty thouſand 
preſented. For as this is a great pre- 
ferment, the poorer ſort throughout 
the empire emaſculate their handſome 
ſons in hopes of this prefermentl. 


FROM all which it appeareth, that 
the great number of females in China 


3 


{| Univerſal Traveller, p. 67 2. of the Dublin 
Edition. 


leſt 


POLYGAMY. 

left to ſupply the ſeraglio's of plura- 
liſts is 1ntirely owing to the Tartar 
- conqueſt, to that ſuperſtitious celiba- 

cy and that cruel eviration which pre- 
vail there; the firſt of which deſtroy- 
ed ſo many native males, as the 
two latter daily cut off ſuch an infi- 
nite number of men from their natu- 
ral rights, and from diſchargeing the 
duties they owe to ſociety ; and how 
much the increaſe of people in this 
empire is check'd by theſe abomina- 


tions, let any man of common un- 


derſtanding judge. 


FURTHER yet; T hat the increaſe 
of people in that country, is check d 
by Polygamy, will appear clearly 


from another proof; and that is, 
ſhewing that in fact, notwithſtanding 


the ad vantages it hath over all other 


countries, it is not the beſt peopled 


country in the world, 


K _- 4 


129 


F N oaopys OY \ 


— Ne 
——— — 
N Nr 


bo REFLECTIONS on 


N * * e — 
— * * <0 5 E A ” 
— 7 1 W e 
—— ——— — FIVE 
— — 
22 ” mms 
2 * — þ . : 
* — - — 3 = x 3 > 
— " 


wo APO AE bor " 


— — 
e 


SOME writers of good note make 
China as large as all Europe; now, 
ſuppoſe it only half as large, it is evi- 
dently more than ten times as large 
as England; the inhabitants of China 
are found by the exacteſt computa- 
tion to be about fiſty- eight millions, 
thoſe of England are eſtimated at ele- 
ven; if this computation be right, it 
is evident that China is not half as 


well peopled as England. 
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So Salmon computeth them after Newhoff, 
Mod. ift. Vol. I. ch. i. 

Tho' Kircher would have us believe that the 
very men are ſo many (China Illuſtrata, Part 
IV. c. ii.) by his account the men are ten to 
a family in ſeveral provinces of the empire; 
and fix and a half at a medium throughout, 
which is incredible. 

Now, ſuppoſe the women as numerous, | 
then every tamily in China will contain thirteen 
men and women one with another beſides chil- 
dren, which is abſolutely impoſſible in the 


nature of things, for then every man and wite WM j 
muſt at their firſt going together into a houſe 
of their own, have eleven ſlaves to attend them. t 


THE 


POLYGAMY. 


TE inhabitants of China have 
not been diminiſhed, that we know 

ol, for ſome thouſands of years, by 
wars, by commerce, or by colonies, 
as thoſe of England are and have been 
daily diminiſhed by all theſe drains, 
in all parts of the habitable world; 
and yet they are more numerous in 
proportion; it is evident then that 
the natives of England are and have 
been much more increaſed by Mono- 


gamy, than thoſe of China by Po- 


lygamy. 


THx caſe of Japan is, I own, 
wholly different from that of China 
in the buſineſs of Eunuchiſm; for no 
ſuch cuſtom prevaileth there that I 
can find, (for here women are attend- 
ed by women ſlaves). 


— _ a 


England have been greatly increaſed by foreign 
acceſſions ; I anſwer, ſo hath China in propor- 


tion. 
1 BuT 


|| If it be objested that the inhabitants of 
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Bur then other abominations 
which are the natural and neceſſary 


conſequences of Polygamy have the 
very ſame influence upon that people, 


1 equally defeat the ends of ſociety; 
I mean, thoſe deteſtable and N 


nable proſtitutions of both ſexes pub- 


lickly permitted and encouraged 
throughout that whole empire; to 


the infinite reproach of that * 


whoſe ſufficiency is ſo celebrated. 


Now, the conſequences of * 


proſtitutions are theſe. 


FIRST, that great numbers of men 
indulged in this licentious way are 


diverted from regular marriages. 


SECONDLY , that many of the 
. creatures lo expoled, eſpe- 


— 


[ See * Hiſt of Japan Eng. p. 260, 
416, 600. 


cially 


1 Foy r l 


POL Y:GAMY.. 
cially of the male ſex, periſh young. 
And . "721 


THr1Rk DL, that they who live 
longer in this vile profeſſion, are yet 


utterly uſeleſs to all the purpoſes of 


propagation. 


A ND that theſe proſtitutions are 


the natural conſequences of Polygamy 


is evident, inaſmuch as a great num- 


ber of women unnaturally ſhut up in 
ſeraglio's, of neceſſity leaveth a great 
number of men deprived of their na- 
tural rights; theſe men however muſt 
be indulged, and there is no poſſi- 
bility of indulgeing them but by pub- 


lic proſtitutions. 


AND thus (to ſay wins of men) 
are all orders and degrees of women 


in that empire differently diſtreſſed : 


ſome by the craveings and miſeries of 


natural wants unindulged; and others 


by all the abuſes of brutality and 


K 3 5 excels ; 
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exceſs ; and can any man who hath 
the leaſt remains either of virtue or 
humanity need ampler or more ag- 
gravated proofs of the evils of Poly- | 
gamy, than ſuch as this ſingle conſi- 
deration will ſuggeſt 2 
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Now, the infinite number of bro- 
thels throughout that empire, and the 
prodigious reſort to them is, I think, 
a plain proof, that the men are a 
great majority there; for this ſheweth 
that a great part of the people hath a 
demand for proſtitutes. 


To illuſtrate this by a parallel 
inſtance ; the proſtitutes licenſed for 
the ſingle city of [ſpahan are, we are 
told, forty thouſand F ; now, ſup- 
poſe one half of thoſe that reſort to 
theſe, to be married men, yer muſt 


we ſuppoſe at leaſt eighty thouſand | 


+ Fryars Travels, p. 395% 1 


POLYGAMY. 
unmarried men in that city; other- 
wile there were no occaſion for ſuch 


a number of licences; and can we 


1magine that the women {hat up in 
the ſeraglio's of that city amount to 


half that number? No ſurely; for 


the rich in all great cities are compa- 
ratively few; and they only can keep 
a plurality of wives (which is the caſe 


of all countries where the women are 


ſhut up); whereas then there are 
more brothels licenſed and encou- 
raged in Japan than in any region 
of the earth, it is plain, that there 
muſt be more unmarried men in it, 


and this reaſoning is ſtrengthened by 
conſidering, that there hath been no 


deſtruction of men there for many 
ages, either by war or commerce, 
which in other countries greatly con- 
tribute to reduce the males to an 
equality with the females. | 


THERE is beſides this, another 
check upon their increaſe ; and that 
K 4 1 
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is, the power all men of fortune have 
over their ſlaves, whom they can ſlay 
at will, and whom they often call 
upon to flay themſelves at their en- 


tertainments out of gaiety and gallan- 


try ; as alſo the cuſtom which pre- 
vaileth among thoſe ſlaves, of ſacrifice- 


ing themſelves in great numbers (from 


twenty to forty at a time) at the 


graves of their lords T, who being 


very numerous (poſſibly more ſo in 
proportion to the extent of the em- 
pire than even in China); their deaths 


mult create a great ſlaughter of males, 


and conſequently a great number of 
widowed wives, and helpleſs orphans 


to be added to their brothels and ſe- 


raplio 5, 


Bur the principal check upon 
their 1ncreaſe here, as well as in Chi- 


— 


2 
i 


* Mandelſo's Travels, P- 14% _ 


na, 


ſ—_ p"— 888 EL EL. 8 


— — 
— — — 
— — — — — 
— — — — —— — — — > —— ———äũ — 


Tt 
POLY GAMY. 
1a, is the celibacy of the prieſthood, 
which is here 1ncredibly numerous ||. 
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AN D whereas there are twelve 
ſects in this empire, each of which 
are inſtructed by prieſts of their own, 
the eccleſiaſtics of eleven of theſe are 
prohibited to marry under pain of 
death 7, but indulged in an abomi- 
nable licence of another kind. 


AND we learn from Kemfer *, that 
tho' two orders of the twelfth ſect 
are permitted to marry, yet they ſel- 
dom do ſo. : 
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Now, whereas theſe prieſts are in 
one part ſo numerous as to equal 
about a tenth part of the layety , 


—— 


— 


|| Mandelſo's Travels p. 154. Kemfer, p. 486, 
487, 238, 29. 3 

T Mandelſo, p. 154. Canidius iz Churchill's 
We, Vol. I. p. 488. 

® Ibid. p. 305. 

+ Ibid, Kemſer, p. 486, 487, 


how 


| ſuppoſed excels of females in one city 
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how greatly this ſecluſion of ſuch 
numbers of men from marriage muſt 
multiply the number of women above 
choſe of the married men in that par: 
and conſequently provide ſupplies for 
ſtews and the ſeraglio's of the rich, is 
ſufficiently obvious. 


BUT then it muſt be remembered, 
that theſe monaſtics are only thus nu- 
merous at Miaco, the reſidence of 
their eccleſiaſtical emperor ; and this 


can bear no proportion to that natural 
exceſs of males throughout an empire 


ſo extenſive and ſo populous Fc 


by war or navigation, will ſcarce 


Now, if we ſuppoſe the prieſthood 


even halt ſo numerous in other parts I ar 


of the empire, which is a large ſup- Ip. 


poſition, this however in a nation 
where men are not exhauſted either 


bring the females to an equality with 
the marriageable males, and conſe- 


| quently 


POLY GAM V. 139 
quently there can be no ſurplus of 
women for Polygamy. 47 


AND indeed [ think it evident from 
the beſt accounts of this empire, that 
there is rather a ſcarcity of women 
throughout it than any exceeding z 
conſequently the increaſe of the na- 
tives is much more check d than pro- 
moted by Polygamy; and one proof 
of this ſcarcity of women (beſides the 
multitudes of their male and female 
proſtitutes) is, that guards are kept 
upon the outroads of the imperial 
city, to hinder women from being 
carried away from it ||. 
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B Ur, ſuppoſe the caſe otherwiſe, 
and ſuppoſe the married men in Ja- 
ban to beget more children by their 
many wives than they could if con- 
er fined to one, will this prove the num- 


eber of mankind beſt increaſed by Po- 
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lygamy ? the plain queſtion is, Whe- 
ther they are more increaſed in that 
way, than they would be, if every 
man in that empire were indulged in 

the right of marriage with one wife: 

and I believe, no man of common 
ſenſe, and knowledge in the ſtate of 
that country, will inſiſt that they 
are. | 


ww }|_ © Hr be — yon wt. 


Bur ſtill it may be urged, that | 
the inhabitants of this empire are very | 
numerous. 


— m3 ID) =: — — — 


I own they are, and ſo muſt the | 
inhabirants of every nation under | 
heaven be in length of time, how- | 

ever their increaſe may be check'd by I 
Polygamy, if we ſuppoſe that increaſe 
uncheck'd by ill government, 1gno- | 
rance of the arts of life, and the | 
drains of war, peſtilence F, com- i 

| — Ws 
The plague is not known in Japan. See 0 
Salmon's preſet State of Japan. 


merce, 
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merce, and colonies: which hath 

been remarkably the caſe of Japan 

for many ages, (nay, they are gene- 

rally believed to increaſe under all 

theſe diſadvantages) tho? ill govern- 

ment always driveth them away. 


LE r us ſuppoſe Japan as full of 
inhabitants as it can hold, which 1 
believe is not the caſe, ſince the in- 
habitants are prohibited to quit the 
empire upon pain of death; whereas 
it they were overcharged, they would 
be glad to be eaſed; however, ſup- 
poſe this to be really the caſe, Are 
mankind born only for one country? 


SupposkE Japan throughly peopled, 
Is the world ſo? Moſt certainly it is 
not. ns 


WHA then ſhould the increaſe of 

ts citizens be check d, as it certainly 

is by Polygamy, and the conſequence 

of it, Proſtitution? And by a ſuper- 
ſtitious 
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ſtitious ſecluſion of great numbers of 


males from marriage? ? 


GivYE me leave to 14 that chriſ. 
tian ſtates are not altogether uncon- 
cerned in the conſequences of ſuch | 


ſecluſions. 


By this time I hope it clearly ap- 
peareth, that the number of mankind 
is far from being increaſed either in 
China or Japan by the permiſſion of 
Polygamy; quite otherwiſe, the in- 
creaſe of the human ſpecies is mani. 
feſtly check d, and their miſeries mul | 
tiplied by chat permiſſion, not only | 
in thoſe regions, but in every region 


of the habitable world. 


| ſpeak 1 upon full conviction, 


the conſequence of a long and care- 


D 


ful inquiry into the beſt accounts | 
could meet with of all the parts and 
portions of this globe. 


Upox 
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of 


POLYGAMY. 


UP oN the whole, if we conſider 


I the infinite evils derived from the 


practice of Polygamy in all parts of 
the earth, where it obtaineth, upon 
the men by the luxury of ſome, the 
eviration of others, and the excluſion 


of infinite numbers from their natural 


rights: upon the women by the di- 
fractions of envy and jealouſy, by 
rage ing appetites unindulged, by cruel 


n 
FJ confinement, by abject ſlavery, and 


a ſecluſion from the nobleſt rights of 
nature and ſociety : and upon both, 


by that proſtitution and brutality, to 


which great numbers of both are ex- 
poſed by it: and laſtly, by the ſe- 
cluſion of both from that right and 
regular commerce of the ſexes, that 
true ſocial union of affection and in- 
tereſts which God intended, and na- 
ture demandeth. I ſay, whoever 
conſidereth all theſe evils, and abhor- 
reth not Polygamy the parent of them 


all, chat man hatch a ſoul utrerly 


eſtranged 


143 


144 REFLECTIONS on, &c. 


eſtranged from all ſocial and beneyo- 
lent affections; from all true love of 
liberty, and reverence of virtue; and 

5 from all awe, honour, and nen. 
tion of the Supreme Being. 
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DisSERTATION VII. 


* 


H E laſt proof of the mul- 

IT Jagl ciplication of mankind by 
Polygamy, beyond that 
— by ſingle marriages, is 
taken from the prodigious increaſe of 
mankind in the ruder and more bar- 


barous ages ſufficiently evidenced by 
= thoſe 
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Netherlands, p. 11. Fol. Ed. 
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thoſe frequent and furious ſwarms 
from the northern hive ; which have 
wholly ceaſed for ſome ages paſt, 


| fince theeſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity: | 


that is, ſince Polygamy and promiſ- 
cuous copulation ceaſed amongſt 


them F. 


Tuis I own did for a conſiderable | 
time appear to me a ſtrong argument 


in favour of Polygamy : and upon 


inquiry I found it ſuch as required 
more time carefully to diſcftſs and 
clearly to determine than can well be 


ſuppoſed to have been employed upon 


it, by ſome very ingenious men who | 


read only for their pleaſure. 


IN the firſt place then I think it 
evident, from the moſt antient and 
authentic accounts of the northern na- | 


tions, that Polygamy never prevailed 


— 


—_ 


+ See Sir V. TZemple's obſervations on the | 


much 
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much amongſt them before the eſta- 
bliſhment of Mahometiſm. 5 


Fox firſt, Herodotus, and Trogus, 
who ſeem to have carefully conſidered 
the manners of the Sythians, give us 
no hint of any ſuch practice prevail- 
ing amongſt them; tho' their other 
ſingularities are carefully noted. 
But at the ſame time it muſt be 
owned, that they are mentioned by 
Krabo, as having their wives and 
children in common. 


x the next place, Pomponius Me- 
la, who alſo ſhould ſeem to have been 
a careful 1nquirer, found no ſuch 
paactice among any of the northern 
nations of Europe, except that of 
Thrace only; who probably borrow- 
ed it from their Aſiatic neighbours. 
And this nation only of all the Euro- 
beans is noted by Strabo (1. 7.) on 
the ſame account. 


— 
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1T is true we are told by Tacitus 
in his account of Germany, 15 this 


(Germany) was almoſt the only na- 


tion among the Barbarians, where 
ſingle marriages were in uſe |: bur in 
this I think he muſt be miſtaken for 


the reaſons now mentioned, Beſides | 


that, this nation are ſuppoſed by 
7 7g to have been called Germans 


by the Romans, becauſe they were 
Germani, that is, brethren to the 
Gauls. F 1 the Gauls we 
hear ſo often of in the Roman hiſto- 
rians before the times of Ceſar, ſeem 
to have been in all reſpects the ſame 


people. Ceſar t we know hath 


given a particular account of their 


manners, as they ſtood at that time; 


— 


| | He hath alſo br . " har there were 
{ome few of this nation, who thought the mar- 
riage of more wives than one a diſtinguiſhing 
pre- eminence of their nobility. 


Bell. Gall. L vi. 


and 


— 


POL YGAMNY. 
and yet without the leaſt mention of 
their being Polygamiſts : which 
could not have been well avoided, 
eſpecially when he deſcribed their 
manners in contradiſtinction to thoſe 
of the Germans, We are alſo told 
by Strabo, (1. 7.) that the Germans 
are in their manners like the Gauls. 


BUT theſe writers will eaſily be 
reconciled, if we ſuppoſe that Tacitus, 
conſidering Gaul as now a Roman pro- 
vince, did not place its inhabitants 
among the number of the Barbarians. 


II is obſervable however, beſides 
all this, that it is made matter of 
doubt even by Tacitas himſelf, whe- 
ther the Araviſci migrated from 
Germany into Pannonia, or the Of 
deſcended into Germany from them; 
inaſmuch as their language, manners, 
and inſtitutions were ſtill the ſame. 


E77; mn 
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Bor, ſuppoſing the Germans were 
the only nation among the Barbari- 
ans that abſtained ſrom Polygamy, 
it is evident to a demonſtration, that 

they multiplied faſter than any other 
nation of the known world. And 
of this we need no other proof than 
the accounts we have of their incre- 
dible numbers, their continued con- 
tentions with the whole Roman power, 
and their almoſt as continued ſlaugh- 
ters from Marius to Gratian; not- 
withſtanding which they at laſt pre- 
vailed over the whole force of the 
empire, and were eſtabliſhed into an 
empire of their own, at leaſt as much 
by the advantage of their numbers as 
their proweſs. | „ 
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Tux numbers vanquiſhed by Ma- Þ . 
rius were prodigious : and yet thoſe 
ſubdued and ſlaughtered by Ceſar 
were much more conſiderable. Under 4 


the reign of Auguſtus, Druſus we 


alc 
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are told ſubdued the greateſt and 
ſtrongeſt nations Þ of Germany; and 
yer notwithſtanding this every one 
knows with what exceſs and bitter- 
neſs of grief that emperor was wont, 
after this, to call upon Ouintilius 
Varus to reſtore thoſe legions, which 
this people had intirely cut off, 


IN the ſucceeding reign Germanicus 
the ſon of Druſus, = many hard 
and dangerous conflicts, triumphed 
over the Germans, who yet vexed 


the Roman territories before the end of 
it. His ſon Caligula undertook an 


expedition againſt them, but return- 
ed without either conqueſt or glory. 


IN the reign of JVeſpaſian, Pliny 
the elder found materials enough for 
an ample hiſtory of the Roman wars 
with the Germans, which he compoſed 


Are 


4 © - > 


+ Maximas fortiſſimaſque gentes Germaniz, 
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11 
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in twenty books. Plin. 15 . iii. 
5. V. e 


lightly upon thele loſſes; yet he can- | 


nd. the Gauls, or the Parthians; 
_ gether, beſides the legions u under | 


Druſus, Nero, or Germanicus ſub- | 
dued them with 3 impunity ; that after | 


REFLECTIONS on 


AnD it is 1 by Tacitus, | 
that from the conſulate of Ccilius | 
Metellus to the ſecond conſulate of 
Trajan, (a ſpace of about 210 years) | 
the Romans were employed i in ſubdu- |} 
ing the Germans : in which ſpace | 
think it evident that they ſuſtained 
more damage from that nation than 
from all the reſt of the world beſides. | 
It is true, Tacitus hath touched but 


not help owning that they were greater 
than thoſe ſuſtained from the Sam- 
nites, the Carthaginians, the Spa- 


that they loſt . conſular armies to- | 


Varus; that neither Marius, Cæſar, 


this they became the invaders, and | 


drove the legions from their Rations, 
| and 
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and graſped at Gaul; in a word, that 
of late years they were more tri- 


umphed over than ſubdued. 


1 

s & FROM this time we hear little of 
chem till the reign of Marcus Aure- 
ins, who was ſucceſsful againſt them 
but not without infinite flaughter, 
and loſs of his armies ||. In honour 
of whoſe conqueſts over them and 
| I the Sarmatæ their allies, that noble 
.pillar which bore his name was 
erected to him by decree of the ſenate. 
And from this pillar it ſufficiently 
appeareth, that the Romans themſelves 
then thought the deliverance of their 

- 4 <mperor and armies, and the deſtruc- 
tion of their enemies wrought by the 
- I miraculous interpoſition of Almighty 


God X. 


Univerſi exercitus Romani perierunt. 
Eutrop. l. viii. | 
* See Rubens's delineation of this pillar. 
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Bor whether this were obtained 
by the prayers of the chriſtians, or 
the piety of the emperor, is no part 
of my preſent KOs to determine. 


COM MODNUS who ſucceeded 
him is obſerved by hiſtorians to have 
had no reſemblance of his father, but 
in his ſucceſs againſt the Germans, 


TH x Germans began again to be 
troubleſome under the reign of Max- 
imin; and were again ſubdued. And 
yet about twenty years after they ra- 
vaged the empire under the reign of 
Valerian; and penetrated as far as 


2 5 N 
Ravenna; and in the next reign as 


far as Spain. Not long after, Claudius 


Gothicus flew fifteen thouſand of 


them in one battle: and ſoon after, 


Aurelian (the rapidity of whoſe con- 


queſts made him not unworthily to 
be compared to Alexander) recovered 
the empire from them, and all other 


Bar- 


—— — 2 —ñ4 3 —Zàͤ——jͤ —n 2 —— 90 
* 
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Barbarians; and yet in the compaſs 
of a very few years they poſſeſſed 
chemſel ves of all the Gauls, and were 
expulſed by Probus, who ſlew four 
hundred thouſand of them, and took 
ſixteen thouſand into pay. 
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I the reign of Dyoclefran they 
| infeſted the empire by ſea; and in 
the ſame reign Conſtantius ſlew ſixty 
thouſand of them in one day by 
and: and yet from this time to the 
| Frcign of Gratian, which was about 
| Hoinery years, they found the Romans 
more work to ſubdue and keep them 
within bounds, than all Barbarzans 

of all other denominations : as any 
man will find, who will be at che 
Trouble of peruſing Ammianus Mar- 
Icllinus; who obſerveth of them, 
that || They were a nation who by their 
reſtleſs commotions confounded the Ro- 
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man affairs without meaſure or end 
and altho they avere often diminiſhed 
from the very beginning by a variety 
f chances, yet they often ſprung u» 
again ſo faſt, that you would imagine 
they had been unhurt for many ages. | 


FROM hence I think it evident to | 
a demonſtration, that the Germans 
who were ftrangers not only to 
Polygamy, but to promiſcuous copu-· 
lations, ſtrict obſervers of chaſtity, | 
and the obligations of the marriage 
union ||, were yet the moſt prolific 
people of any in the then know. 
world. Conſequently that the ſwarms 
of the northern hive were not owing 
to thoſe practices. „ 
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N zs this ſo much to be won- 
dered at, if we conſider that the An- 
tient Germany contained according to 


[| Tacit. 


the 


POLYGAMY. 


the accounts of the moſt antient geo- 
graphers, particularly Pomponius Me- 
, (beſides the country now ſo called) 
Denmark, Norway, and the greateſt 
art of Sweden and Poland as far as 
the Meyſſel. And to theſe Cluverins 
adds Bohemia, and all that region 
from the fountains of the Viſtula to 


the Euxine lea : that is, it contained 


thoſe countries which from their fruit- 
fulneſs in men, were antiently called 


Officina Gentium||. _ 


AND this reaſoning will be farther 
ſtrengthened if it be found upon en- 
quiry that neither were the Goths and 
Vaudals Polygamiſts. And this is 
apparent, e 


EET; Becauſe they are charged 
by no hiſtorian with this practice. 


1. 


The workhouſe of nations, i. e. the work- 


houſe where men are made. 
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SECONDLY, Becauſe they fo eaſily 
became chriſtians: whereas it is noto- 
rious that Polygamy hath always re- 


markably obſtructed the converſion 


of thoſe nations to chriſtianity, who 
were infected with this cuſtom. _ 


THIsDLY, Becauſe their chaſtity is 


celebrated by | chriſtian writers, in 


contradiſtinction to the Roman chriſ- 
tians of thoſe times F. And, 


LasTLY, Becauſe I think it ſuf- 
ficiently evident, that the Goths and 
Vandals were no other than different 
tribes of the Germanic nation: and 
that for theſe reaſons; 


FiRsST, Becauſe the Boutones are 
numbered by Strabo among the peo- 
ple of Germany; and critics agree that 


— - 


* Salvian de gulernatione Dei, I. 7. ſub finem. 
p. 154 160. 
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POLYGAMY. 
theſe are the Guttones of Pliny, 
(called Boutones thro the miſtake of a 


letter, in the manuſcripr of Strabo, in- 
ſtead of Guttones) mentioned in his 


account of that nation ||. 


AND theſe are mentioned by him 


as a part of the Vandili (i. e. the Van- 


dals) who are named foremoſt in the 
liſt of the Germanic tribes. And here 


t is remarkable, that as the Goths are 


here accounted a part of the Vandals ; 


ſo the Vandals are accounted by Pro- 


copius as part of the Goths. Bell. Van. 


E 1. C. 11. | ] 


TACITUS found two of theſe 


nations, the Gothinz and the Gotho- 
nes among the Germans in his time: 


but the former he deemeth to have 


been originally Gauls. In one word, 


| know no one point more agreed 


Nat. Hist. I. 4. c. xiv. 
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among learned men, either antient 
or modern, than that the Goths and 
Vandals were derived from the ſame | 
ſource with the Angles, Swedes , 
Teutones, and Cimbri ; that is, that 
they were Germans. 4 


Tk only difficulty now - remain- | 
ing is, to know why theſe nations 
have for ſeveral centuries paſt (that 
is, ſince the eſtabliſhment of chriſtia- 
nity) ceaſed to ſwarm. | 


Ap th this enquiry hath I own 
coſt me more trouble than almoſt. 
any of the preceding diſſertations, yet 
as it is properly no neceſſary part or 
appendix of the queſtion before me, 
the reader will J hope excuſe me, if 
my anſwers are very ſhort. 


I the firſt place then let it be 
obſerved, that no empire ever roſe 
gradually to great grandeur in the 


midft of other ſurrounding ftates and 
„„ * 


d 


le 


POLYGAMY. 


kingdoms, without the expence of Aa 
great number of lives: ar leaſt, I am 
ſure, that of | Rome did nor. | 


In the next place ] take it forgrant- 
ed, that no empire ſo raiſed ever was 


ruined without a like expence of lives. 
This alſo muſt be allowed to have 


been the caſe of the Roman empire. 


T HAT ſtate, as I apprehend, was 
in 1ts moſt flouriſhing condition to- 
wards the cloſe of the commonwealth, 
And from that time its inhabitants 
were, I think, gradually diminiſhed, 
to the end of Tuſtinzan's reign, 


| MA RIUS loſt great numbers of 
Roman ſoldiers in the ſlaughter of the 
Tentones and Cimbri. Cæſar loſt 


many more in his ſlaughters of more 


than a million | of Gauls and Ger- 


3 — 


He is ſaid to have deſtroyed (beſides 


thoſe ſlain in the civil war) 1, 1925 00 enemies. 
Plin. Hit. Nat. I, 7. C. XXV. | | AT 
: mans ; 


CCS 
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. mans ; the civil wars that enſued 
weakened the Romans to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to encourage the invaſion of ; 
Barbarians, particularly the Germans, 
Auguſtus loſt his legions ; Druſus | 
and Germanicus won honour againſt | 
chem ; but ſtill the empire was weak- 
ened. The incredible luxury and 
cruelty of all the emperors, from 
Auguſtus to Veſpaſian, added to the 
deſtructions by famines, peſtilences, | 
and earthquakes, weakened and | 
waſted it yet more. From Veſþaſtan 
to Adrian were deſtroyed (to ſay no- 
thing of other ſubjects) more than 
two millions of Jens; nor did they 
fall with impunity ; they fold their 
lives at the deareſt || rate; and tho 
they ſeemed at this time brought to 
the brink of deſtruction, yet ſtill they 
found work for Antoninus Pius his 
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They ſlaughtered, beſides the Roman for- 
ces, about half a million of people, in rene : 
4 


and pris. 
ſuc- 


POLYGAMY. 


ſucceſſor to ſubdue them : as did the 
Britons, the Pitts, the Germans, 
and the Dare. 


H 18 nite Marcus Aurelius 
was in the end ſucceſsful againſt the 
Parthians, (under the conduct of his 
brother, who led the Roman army) 
but not till after he had firſt loſt his 


lieutenant and his legions |. 


THE loſſes and diſtreſſes he ſuſ- 
tained againſt the Germans are well 
known, and have been already men- 


n ; 8 ; 

5 tioned; nor were thoſe inconſider- 
2 able which were ſuſtained from all 
„che barbarous nations leagued 1 in arms 
0 

A | againſt him, from Pannonia to Gaul 
„ incluſive, tho they were in the end 
J riumphed over. 

18 | 

. 1 Aſter this the Romans waſted Media and 


* Me ſopotamia, and murdered about half a million 
of people, in the facking of Seleucia. 


M 2 AND. 


REFLECTIONS on 


AND to all theſe may be added 
the deſtruction of an infinite number 
of men, in the ruin of Epheſus and 
Nicomedia by earthquakes. 


IT were endleſs to recount the 
deſtruction of mankind wrought 
from this period to the eſtabliſhment 
of the empire under Conſtantine, by 
fire and earthquakes, by chriſtian 
perſecutions, by frequent and cruel 
contentions of competitors for the 
empire, by wars over the face of the 
whole earth, from eaſt ro weſt, and | 
from north to ſouth, by the ravage 
and waſte of provinces, from the in- | 
curſions of Barbarians, and the con- 
ſequences of theſe, peſtilences and 
famines : one peſtilence particularly 
under Gallus and Voluſianus, which 
laſted fifteen years; of which Zoxi- 
mus relateth, (Hiſt. I. 1.) that whilſt 
war raged on all ſides, every nation 
ſubject to the Romans being . 

an 


POL YGAMY. - 
and waſted by the Scythians, a plague 
came both upon cities and villages, 
which deſtroyed all that was left of 
human kind, and made more havock 
than any that had ever gone before 
It, — | 


WiIxruiIN this period the tyrant and 

monſter Maximin deſtroyed, beſides 
his cruelty to his own ſubjects, Ger- 
many for three or four hundred miles, 
and many inhabitants; and Claudius 
ſlew three hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand Goths, thence named Gothicus : 
and Decius loſt his life and his army 
againſt the Scythians. 


W1THiN this period it was, that 
Valerian was circumvented and cru- 
elly tortured to death by the Perſfeans; 
and Gallienus his ſon (a ſecond Nero) 
brought the empire to the brink of 
deſtruction ; and beſides all the other 
blood ſpilt in his reign, (more than 
in any other from the foundation of 


M 3 the 
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the empire) he is ſaid to have deſtroyed 
from three to four thouſand a day of 


| 
his own ſoldiers (Trebell. Poll. in Gal.) A 
| dureing a reign of ten years. In his 
| time the empire was preſerved by 1 
| thoſe very means which moſt natu- 
| rally tended to deſtroy it. The con- 75 
tempt of his effeminacy, and terrour 1 
| of his cruelty, created many rebellions 5 
againſt him, many uſurpers of the 
empire, (no fewer than thirty) who 
defended on their own account what 
they would have neglected on his. 8 
|; Ht the 
Tu E moſt eminent among thele Fi 
| were Odenatus and Amilianus, and 85 
3 . 
= above all, the greateſt woman of 5 
= her own, or perhaps of any other = 
age, Lenobia. . 
exc 


 Wirain this period Aurelian re- 
covered the empire in ſome meaſure 

| | | | | Gr, 
at the expence of much blood and 
llaughters, and as it ran faſt to ruin 


| aſter him, Dioclgſian in foreſight and 3 


In 


POLY GAM V. 
in terrour of its impending deſtruction 
retired from grandeur. 


N OR were almolt all these fore- 
mentioned evils leſs continued, or leſs 
conſumeing, from the death of Cons 
| /taitine the Great, to the re eſtabliſh. 
ment and re- union of the em pire, 
under T heodofpus che Great. 


W1THIN this period, the Fe Neck 
I waſted Gaul, the Sarmatæ Pannonia, 

the Picts Eng land, and the Goths to 
che very — of Conſtantinople ; 
againſt whom Valens loſt his life, 
with ſuch a miſerable ſlaughter of The 
forces, as the Romans had never ſuſ- 
rained ſince Cannæ, and the victors 
were ſoon after defeated to an utter 
exciſion by Theodofius, as the Ger- 
mans were expulſed from Gaul by 
Gratian ; and yet ſo exhauſted was 
the empire at -his time, that 1t was 
as much as both theſe emperors could 
do with the united forces of Europe, 


M4 -., Ä 
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Aſia, and Africa, to repreſs them; 


and at length Theodoſius was glad to 


buy their friendſhip by the aſſignment 


of lands in the provinces, and taking 


their beſt troops into pay, by which 
means the peace of the empire was 
ſecured from that quarter. : 


Tris however could not fecure it 
from the irruptions of other Barba- 


' rians, who from the heart of Scythia 


crouded to the banks of the Danube, 
which is ſtill an additional proof, 


that the empire was now exhauſted. 


Tx truth is, more populous na- 
tions ſeem as naturally ro migrate to 


ſuch as are more thinly inhabited, as 


the groſſer air gravitates to thoſe 
parts where it happeneth by any ac- 
cident to be rarefied. | | 


THEODOSIUS, it is true, had 


the felicity ro repreſs and to vanquiſh 
theſe and all his other enemies, he 


repreſſed 


POLYGAMY 
repreſſed theſe with great ſlaughter of 
their forces, and his other enemies 
with great ſlaughter of his own, ſo 
great ſlaughter of his own forces, and 
ſubjects of the empire, in his con- 
flicts with Marcellinus and Maximus, 

with Eugenius and Arbogaſtes, and 
the ſlaughter of the ſeditious at T heſ- 
ſalonica, that however the reputation 
of the empire was raiſed under him, 
the number of its inhabitants, which 
are its natural ſtrength, was, I think, 
conſiderably impaired at his death. 
And that it daily and viſibly decayed 

both in ſtrength and reputation from 
this time to the reign of Juſtinian, 
is, I think, out of all doubt |. 


WITHIN this period ( to omit 
other calamities) Attila the Hun, the 


— — 


I Procopius relateth (Bell. Perf. l. i.) that 
in the reign of Juſtin three hundred thouſand 
inhabitants of Anticch periſhed in one earth- 
quake. x” - 


terrour 
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2. heodoſſus the younger, tributary; 
waſted Maæſia, Macedon, and 7. heſ- 
 ſaly, and ſubjected the German na- 


tions of all denominations ;- which we 


may well believe add 9c be effet- 
ed without infinite bloodſhed ; and 
pouring in upon the empire 52 an 
army of 700,000 men, waſted Gaul; 
and tho his fury was ul arcefled 


by the united forces of the Goths and 


the empire under the conduct of 


T heodoric and Aetius, and the loſs of 
a dreadful battle, in which 200, ooo 
of his forces fell, yet he ſoon after de- 


ſtroyed Pannonia, and ſacked almoſt 
all the cities of Italy; at length being 


diverted from the . oo of Rome 
by the interceſſion of Leo the Great, 
he returned home : where this man 


of blood died by a bleeding ar his 


noſe. 


Nor 


terrour of the world, or, as he more 
properly ſtiled himſelf the ſcourge of 
God, ravaged the ealt, and made 
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Nor long after Cenſeric took Rome, 


and carried many thouſands of the 
Iririzens into * to Carthage. 


WITHIN 4 period Odoacer alſo 


took Rome, and was afterwards de- 
Fcated with great ſlaughter of his ar- 
mies by Theodoric, tho' not without 


conſiderable loſs. 


HERE then I lay down theſe poſi- 


tions as truths, which I apprehend 
will not be long conteſted by the 
e and lear ned reader: 


FIRST, That the numbers of man- 
kind in char which hath ſince been 
known by the name of the Roman 
world, were conſiderably impaired 


from 45 firſt Carthaginian war to 


the end of the Roman commonwealth. 


SECONDLY, That the numbers of 
mankind were very conſi derably im- 


paired 
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northern hive, at leaſt the Europea 


| nan ||. | 


had now ſpread and ſettled themſelves 


as of thoſe whom they conquered, a 
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paired throughout the Roman world, 


from that per1od to the reign of Tuſti- 


TriRDLyY, I apprehend that the 


part of it, was now throughly ex- 
hauſted, nor can any man make this 
a doubt, who conſidereth that they 
had now been inceſſantly ſwarming 
for {ix hundred years, that they 


not only all over Europe, but made 
conſiderable eſtabliſhments even i 
Afric. Theſe ſettlements and eſta- m 
bliſhments were not made at leſs ex- 
pence than the deſtruction of at leaſt 
one half of their own people, as wel 


leaſt in Europe. 
— —| th 


In his reign the Perſians over-ran all the 
eaſt as far as Antioch, which they ſack' d with 
an infinite ſlaughter. | 6 


My 
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M ſincere opinion is, that not 
one fourth part of their number, I 
mean, of thoſe numbers with which 
they overſpread Europe, and invaded 
Afric, was now in being, when Ju- 
½inian undertook to recover Afric 
from the Vandals, and not one half 
Jof theſe after his attempts to recover 
Italy out of the hands of the Goths ; 
and tho he went a great way towards 
effecting this by the uncommon wiſ- 
dom, virtue, fortitude and felicity of 
Belixarius, yet the little armies he 
led, and even thoſe made up for the 
molt part of Barbarians, ſuffictently 
ſhew how throughly the empire was 
exhauſted at this time. 


AL theſe conſiderations lead me 
to the ſame concluſion, viz. That 
the numbers of mankind throughout 
the north of Europe, and both the 
European and Aſiatic part of the 
Roman empire, were at the Time of 


| 7 uſtinian's 


ww | a 3 * 
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TJuſtinian's acceſſion to the empire, 
or at leaſt at the xime of the deftruc- 
tion of Antioch by Coſroex, reduced . 
to leſs than one half of what they M; 
were at Auguſtus's acceſſion to it; of 
that had the northern hive been left 1 
unmoleſted from that time, it had 
not been capable of ſwarming with 
its antient vigour in leſs than two 


centuries at ſooneſt. 


SOON * the third expedition | 


Coſroez againſt the Romans, came that 
remarkable plague upon che earth, ſo 
exactly and ſo judiciouſſy deſcribed | 
which traverſed 
every part and portion of the earth 
with a regular and equable deſtruc- 
tion; and if we may judge by the 


by Procopius ||; 


numbers deſtroyed at e a 5 


I Bell. Perl. L ii. 

Where it raged four months, and de- 
ſtroyed firſt five thouſand, and then ten thou- 
land a day, and it is remarkable that there 
are records of a plague rageing in Ireland about 
this tine. 


1 : (and 


; BO Y GAM Y. 

| and I chink we may, inaſmuch as we 
J re aſſured it deſtroyed equably and 
J alike in all climates, in all ſeaſons of 
Y the year, in city and in country) it 
could not cut off leſs than one half 
J of the human ſpecies then {ub iſting. 


ES then the northern 3 


| diſabled at the beginning of this 


ö plague from ſwarming for two cen- 


turies, it is evident She at the end 


of it they were diſabled from ſwarm- 
ing with their wonted vigour in leſs 


than four centuries, that is, before 
the tenth || century of the chriſtian 
æra; and before that time chriſtianity 
introduced civility, and civility cul- 
ture, which enabled the earth to ſup- 
port more than double, I may fay, 
more than ten times its antient inha- 
bitants. 


| 


n 


11 think, from che calculations before laid 
down, they could not {warm with their an- 
tient vigour before the twelfth century. 


THarT 
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THAT the inhabitants of Germany 
are now more than double, I may 


ſay, more than quadruple the num- 
ber they were in the days of Cæſar 


and 7. acitus, 1s, I think, paſt all 
doubt. 0 25 


think it evident from the moſt 
antient account of theſe northern 
nations, that they led a kind of paſ- 
toral life, like the Nomades of Scythia, 
and it is evident from the nature of 
the thing, that all countries where 


the people do ſo, muſt be thinly in- 
habited. | | 


TR Germans, we are expreſly told, 


then had little culture, no cities, and 
but occaſional houſes. It was then 


their glory {as the prophet TI/atah 
may it) to be 7 alone in the 


midſt of the earth, to be defended by 


deſolations all around them; and one 
of theſe, as Cæſar relateth, was ſix 


hun- 


P OLVYGAM V. 


tions are now variihed;: much culture 
and many em ciries have: Twecoded 


them; 541 


OR y were - chic gende by 


. cid knpeidivble 


— of incredible extent ;" they are 
now defended by ſtrong, 1 popu- 
lous cities, their matſhes and their 
lakes are drained, and hoe foreſts 
deſtroyed. 


WAA we now call the Nether 
lands, in the days of the Burbarit 
incurſions were utterly deſolated; they 
are now covered with uncoumabſe 
multitudes of men. | 


AxD "WI are theſe e 
up? Beyond all contradiction from 
inſenſible ſwarms ofthe northern hive; p 


It being notorious that both fie 


cities and ſhips are filled with Danes, 
Swedes, Norawegians, Poles, Miſes 
= N ies 


hundred miles over. Theſe deſola- l 
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vites and Germans of all ſorts, who 
amount in the whole to numbers 
equivalent to the moſt numerous 


ſwarms of many centuries in antient 


times. 


ENGLAND IS alſo a receptacle 1 


of the ſame kind. Sir Matthew Hale | 


hath computed and proved I think 
plainly enough, that the inhabitants 
of England were before the Revolu- 


tion more than twenty times as many 


as they were at the time of the Con- 
queſt. Now in the courſe of their 


natural increaſe they could not then 


be multiplied more than ſixfold; 
to what then can we aſcribe this 
great additional excels, but partly to 
inſenſible ſwarms from other coun- 
tries for the ad vantages of trade and 


liberty; and partly to more ſenſible 


See his moral evidence of the origination 


cauſes, 


——— ——— 


„ x 


POLYGAMY. 
cauſes, as the ſetting up the inquiſition 


in the Netherlands, and perſecuting 


the Hugonots in France? 


Tuna regions ſeemingly barren 
can and actually do contain tenfold 


the number of inhabitants that an- 


tiently poſſeſſed them, is put out of 
all doubt by the account we have of 
the numbers of the antient Helvetii 


compared with thoſe of the preſent 


Swiſs, who inhabit the ſame coun- 
try. 


Tus country was thought too 
narrow, as well for the numbers as 


the martial ſpirit of the inhabitants in 
the times of Cæſar, and therefore 


they migrated in ſearch of a better; 
their intire number is exactly tranſ- 
mitted to us by Cæſar: they and 
their allies, men, women and chil- 
dren, made up in all but three hun- 
dred and ſixty- eight thouſand fouls, 
of which ninety thouſand are com- 
* puted 
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180 REFLECTIONS on 
puted to be men capable of bearing 
arms. One of the thirteen Sqwsſ5 
cantons (Bern) can now ſend. out one 
hundred thouſand fighting men into 
the field: and Zurich will engage 
to raiſe fifty thouſand fighting men 


in the ſpace of twenty- four hours. 


To all this may be added, 


FIRST, That the increaſe of man- 
kind within the limits of the Roman 
empire was conſiderably retarded 
within this period, hy the celibacy of 
the chriſtian prieſthood, and the eſta- 
bliſhment of ſo many monaſteries and 
nunneries, by which conſiderable 


, 2 5 5 . ü 
numbers were ſhut out from ſocial Ip 
>. | | \ =. ; $ 
commerce, and the world deprived |. 
of the advantages of a regular propa- || i 
cation from them ||. . 
TIS. g 

SE 4 

. 7 th 

This might. be illuſtrated by many in- 
ſtances; I ſhall mention but one bi 


When m 
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© SECONDLY, That from the days 
of Tuſtinian, the Roman empire grew 
every day weaker and weaker, till 
that of the Saracens was eſtabliſhed 
upon its ruins in the eaſt and ſouth; 
and thoſe of the Franks, Lombards, 
and Goths of various denominations 


(all Germanic bodies) in the weſt |. 


I the very next reign the Lom- 


bards poſſeſſed themſelves of Italy; 


—— — 1 


— — R , —I_ * 


When Eregery the Great would deprecate 
the divine vengeance, in order to avert the 
plague which infeſted Italy; in conſequence 
of the deluge hereafter noted, (towards the 
cloſe of the ſixth century) he compoſed a ſeven- 
told litany; ro perform which ſervice he di- 
vided the whole people of Rome into ſeven 
chorus's; of which the ſecular clergy made 
one; the abbots with their monks a ſecond ; 
and the abbeſſes with their nuns (which ro thew 
their numbers are called congregations) a 
third. Vide Landulphi Sagacis Additamentum 
Hift. Miſcell. a os | | 
All theſe are reaſons why the northern 
hive, if it ſwarmed at all after this period, 


muſt ſwarm later. 
| N 2 Tiberius 
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Tiberius was ſucceſsful againſt the 


Perſians in the caſt, but the weſt 
was given up. 4 


In the reign of Mauritius, the 
Barbarians role in their demands of 
tribute under the title of penſion, and 
ſoon after, T brace was waſted by the 
Sclavonians, and tho' 30,000 of 


theſe and other Barbarians were flain 


by the Romans in one battle, yet 


they prevailed in the end; and both 


they and the Perſians deſtroyed the 


Roman armies : and ſoon after forty 
cities of Dalmatia were laid waſte, 


and an infinite number of captives 


taken; all which the emperor (tho 


very rich) refuſeing to redeem at the 


loweſt rate, Chajanus in a rage mal- 


I'T ana be endleſs to purſue the 
detail of miſeries that awaited this 


wretched empire in its decline : it 1s 


9 8 ro obſerve, that all thc 


Omen 
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; omens and indications of approaching 
tf ruin attended it from the days of 

Juſtinian; and therefore J ſhall beg 

leave to conclude this head with a 
e very remarkable incident of this 
fl reign, I mean Mauritius s, which 
d was this: A kind of ſecond deluge 
6 (followed by a dreadful peſtilence) 
f overſpread Italy, from the ſwelling 


n of its ſeveral rivers; the waters pour'd 
t in thro' the higheſt windows of their 
h _ churches, and over the tops of their 
e city walls; the villages were deſtroy'd, 
y and men and animals {wept away; 
„ and the country was covered with 
5 immenſe lakes, for a conſiderable 
) time after. i e, Tad 
e u 10 % 

- IT might now be ſaid of Italy, as 


it antiently was of the land of Iſrael, 
in the days of Shangan; the highs 


e Days were unoccupied; nay more, 
is they were defaced and loft : and 
1 among theſe the Haminian way was 
lf now in all probability partly torn 
15 ä 
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away, and partly covered with thoſe 


ſtrata of earth, which concealed it 


from ſight for ſo de n 
ages | 


THe curious reader will, I hope, 


think this digrefſion pardonable. 


Ir may probably be thought an 
objection to the poſi itions laſt laid 
down, that the Danes and Norwe- 


gians are found to have ſwarmed into 


England and Ireland towards the be- 


ginning of the ninth nt 


To ek [ 2 Firſt; They 
had three hundred years to recruit 
from the time of the forementioned 


Procopian plague ; nor were civility | 
and culture yet introduced amongſt 


them by the chriſtian religion F. 


„ _ — 


| And polibly the Appian irrecoverably 


flooded. 
* Their conterfiog to chriſtianity began 


with Gctturn their king in the reign ot Alfred, 
toy ards the end of the ninth century.” © 


SE- 


nen 


SECONDLY, As they were el 
out of the auch of the Roman arms, 
and out of the road of thoſe man 
incurſions which croſſed the Da- 
nube. And, 


THriRDLY, As there is reaſon to 
believe that Denmark was antiently 
better, cultivated than other northern 
regions &, in all probability they ſut- 
fered leſs waſte from invaſions, and 


leſs diminution from migrations. 
And, 2 


LASTLT, Their ſwarms were now 


very little ad inconſiderable, com- 


pared with thoſe of the 7 eutones and 


( imbri their anceſtors. 


Tune me Ireland, 


by means ip the inteſtine chicords 


n —_— n 


"OM Theres are great Heaps of ones now od 
in their woods, of which their grounds were 

carefully cleared i in the earlier "DW 7 
and 
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and divided intereſts of their petty 
princes ; yet not till after a courſe of 
continual ſupplies for near two cen- 
turies, and they gained ground in 


England by the ſame means and 


meaſures, before the claims and con- 


tentions of the heptarchy were 


throughly decided and reconciled un- 
der one monarch ; tho' not without 
the advantage of greater numbers, 
and a contention of equal continu- 


ance. 


Now, altho' theſe drains were not 
ſo ſtrong and ſo ſudden, yet being fo 
long continued, [ apprehend , that 
about the time of their eſtabliſhment 
in England, their country was thro'ly 
exhauſted ; ſo exhauſted, that it could 
not be rightly recruited in leſs than 


300 years, dureing which time they 
were employed in bloody and almoſt 


continued conteſts with their neigh- 
bours, and before the end of it, viz. 
. 
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A. D. 1282 * greatly diminiſhed by 
a dreadſul peſtilence, and before that 
could be well recovered, by another, 
A. D. 1370 f, attended 1 with a fa- 
mine, and before that could be reco- 
vered, by another, A. D. 1484 f, 
much more dreadful and deſtructive 
than either of the precedeing, which 
ſwept off one half of the human ſpe- 
_ es; and which conſequently they 
cannot have recovered to this day : 
and [ am well aſſured, that the late 
prince George of Denmark was wont 
ro aſſign this plague as the reaſon why 
the norchern hive had not ſwarmed 
for ſome centuries. | 


* Meurjii Hiſt. Dan. I. 2. 3 

This was probably the ſame plague men- 
tioned by Sir Matthew Hale, ibid. c. ix. x. to 
have waſted Italy in 1359; tor as it laſted fifteen - 
years, and deſtroyed the north and ſouth alike, 
the Italian writers probably date it from the 
year in which the ſouth ſuffered moſt, and 
Meurſius in that wherein it fell heavieſt upon 
the north, inaſmuch as the compaſs of fifteen 
years takes in both the dares. | 

+ Meurſi Hit. Dan. J. 4. 
T Ibid. pars ſecunda, I. 2. 
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155 were 10 caly.. to TALE che "bi 


ſtories of other northern nations in 


the ſame, manner, and account; for 
their not overflowing even under the 
ad vantages of a greater increaſe till 
the diſcovery of America, and the 
way to the Eaſt Indies by the cape 


of Good Hope 72 both Winch have 
1 


ſince drained; Europe of more than 
her natural 5 and will i in 
all probability be ene to ae ſo 


to the end of che world. 


FI R OM „ ptida hath 1 aid, 1 


hope, it is now ſufficiently apparent, | 


that neither the antient nor the preſent } 


world hath been peopled by Poly- 
gamy; quite otherwiſe : that the 


increaſe of mankind hath in all ages 
and regions. of the world been beſt 
88 by ſingle e i FRM 
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